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Disinterested Affection. 


The charity which seeketh not her 
own, illustrated by examfpile, 


in the conduct of the afiostle 
Paul. 


I. ConinTHIANS x. 33. 


“Even as I please all men in 
all things, not seeking mine own 
profit, but the profit of many 
that they may be saved.” 


(Concluded from p. 226.) 


F Paul was of such a disposi- 
i tion, as hath been described, 
it may perhaps be thought, that 
he must necessarily be more 
miserable than happy, so long 
as the greater part of mankind 
are sinful and miserable. 

Ifitis the nature of true be- 
nevolence, of holy love, to be 
happy in the happiness of others, 
andto make the subject of it 
‘eck and labor to promote their 
happiness, as the source of his | 
wn, will it not follow, that a 

Yo. ENO%. 





person of sucha spirit will be 
pained and grieved at the misery 
of others ‘—that, if he believed 
and knew great numbers would 
be extremely miserable for ever, 
his grief and sorrow must be 
great indeed? And, of conse- 
quence, that he could never be 
completely happy, but in a view 
and firm belief of the final hap- 
piness of all mankind; yea, of 
all intelligent beings ¢ Can any 
thing short of this, completely 
satisfy the feelings of such a 
benevolent heart? In reply to 
this, it may be proper to make 
the following observations : 

1. It is true, that the misery 
of any creature is, in itself con- 
sidered, contrary to the feelings 
of a benevolent heart. 

True benevolence is averse 


j to all pain or misery, in itself 


considered, by whomsoever en- 
dured. A view of the sin and 
misery of the Jews was very 
painful and grievous to the heart 
of Payl. This he expressed in 
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a very emphatical manner.— 
“ Tsay the truth in Christ, [ lye 
not, my conscience also bearing 
me witness in the Holy Ghost, 
that I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my_ heart 
for my brethren, my kins- 
men according to the flesh.’?— 
Andthe man-Christ Jesus, when 
in the form of a servant, was 
very sensibly affected at a view 
of their approaching misery and 
ruin for their incorrigible wick- 
edness. He beheid the city, 
and wept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes.” 

2. It doth not appear how a 
benevolent heart can be recon- 
ciled to the existence of misery, 
and completely happy whilst it 
does exist, but onlv from a full 
conviction, that it is not only de- 
served and just ; butalso neces- 
sary to the greatest good or hap- 
pinesson the whole. But if this 
is clearly seen or firmly believed 
to be the case, the benevolent 
heart will not be the less happy, 
on account of the existence of 
so much evil as is necessary 
for this end. For nothing is 
more common than for men 
cheerfully to submit to a less 
evil, when necessary, for the 
sake of agreater good. 

3. Before the existence of sin 
er misery commenced, beings 
ef such finite understandings 
—of such scanty views and 
limited capacities, as all mere 
creatures, and, especially, as 
mankind ‘are, would probably 
have thought it could not be for 
the best, that it should come in- 
to existence ; but that a system, 
into which sin and misery should 
never enter, must necessarily be 
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the best, and comprise, op tie 
Whole, the greatest quantity of 
real good and true happiness 
But the fact hath proved, tha 
God judged otherwise. 

The infinite wisdom and pow. 
er, justice, goodness and fuith. 
fulness of God, render it certain, 
that he could have prevented the 
existence of sin and misery, if 
he had chose and designed, on 
the whole, to prevent it; and 
also, that he would have willed 
to prevent it, if he had not 
judged and known the existence 
of these evils was necessary for 
the best good of the system, on 
the whole. 

So likewise, now, men of s 
benevolent heart might. still 
think, if not otherwise informed 
by God, that it would be much 
better, on the whole, and produce 
the most gloriousand happy sys 
tem, if all evil was to be wholly 
destroyed and for ever extermi- 
nated. But if, by the express 
declarations of the word of God, 
it appears, that he judges other- 
wise ; and if at the day of judg: 
ment and thenceforward, the 
same shall be proved by his con- 
duct; there will be sufficient 
evidence, to satisfy all who be- 
lieve the absolute perfection oi 
God, that the existence of evil 
is necessary tothe greatest g00tl; 
on the whole: And, probably; 
all holy. creatures will then, and 
thenceforward, clearly see how 
the existence and continuance 
of allthe evil which doth con- 
tinue, is necessary and subser- 
vient toa greater degree of real 
good and true happiness than 
could otherwise have been effect- 
ed. Hence, they will be com 
pletely happy, since the ert 
volent heart must necessarily »¢ 


Most completely gratified with, 
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the attainment of the greatest 
attainable sum of real good and 
true happiness 1n the system. 

- Qn what hath been illustrated, 
it may be proper to remark, 

1, The benevolent spirit 

required in the gospel—the 
charity or love, which seck- 
eth not her own, though per- 
fectly contrary toa selfish spirit, 
is not opposed to or inconsistent 
with desiring and seeking our 
own happiness: or, in other 
words, The spirit of true Chris- 
tian love is No more opposed to 
or inconsistent with desiring, 
aiming at, and seeking our own 
-true happiness, than a selfish 
spirit ; but itis, In its nature, 
so different from and contrary to 
selfishness, that it leads us to 
seek our own happiness in dil- 
ferent objects, from aifferent 
sources, and in different ways. 

The benevolent man, no less 
than the selfish, is constantly 
seeking the object or end, which 
is most grateful and pleasing to 
his heart, and in which, of course, 
he places and expects to find his 
greatest delight or happiness ; 
and the different nature of the 
principle, spirit, or disposition, 
from which they respectively 
act, appears and is expressed, 
by the different objects or ends, 
which they «timately seek, as 
being in themselves most erate- 
ful to their hearts. 

_ The hypocritical, selfish Pha- 
tisces gave alms: so doth the 
Christian. The Pharisees did 
It, that they might have glory of 
men; and they had their re- 
ward. The object, then, ulti- 
mately sought by them, was not 
the good of others ; but what- 
‘ver subordinate view they 


might have to the relief of the 
distressed, they acted with a 
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further view to obtain praise or 
eloryof men, as the end in itself 
was more pleasing and happify- 
ing to theirhearts; which proved 
that they acted from a selfish 
spirit. But the real Christian 
gives alms to relieve his neigh- 
bor from distress, or to increase 
his comfort and happiness, be- 
cause this isin itseif an object 
agreeable to his heart. The 
pleasure arising from the com- 
fort and joy of his neighbor, in- 
dependent of other considera- 
tions, is with him a sufficient 
motive to contribute for his re- 
lief and comfort. In doing thus, 
he as realiy seeks an object 
most grateful and pleasing to 
his heart, as the Pharisee doth, 
in giving to be seen and obtain 
clory cf men; but from the 
different nature of their ultimate 
ends, the different nature of their 
dispositions appears, the one as 
altogether selfish, the other as 
truly benevolent. 

If a man engages in the sa- 
cred work of the gospel minis- 
try, because his disposition is 
such, that he iinds the greatest 
satisfaction in doing and com- 
municating good, and especially 
in contributing, under God, to 
the spiritual and eternal welfare 
of his fellow-creatures, he will 
direct all his labors and studies 
to thisend. And if his labors 
are crowned with success; if 
sinners are converted—edified— 
comforted—stand fastin the faith 
—vrow in grace, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God ; he 


is peculiarly gratified. His 
heart is filied with joy. In the 


happiness which they enjoy, 
and the glory thence redounding 
to God, as the fruit of his labors, 
he rests satisfied, as an ample 
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compensation of all his labori- 
ous services and self-denial. 
This man acts with a constant 
view to that end which is most 
aereeable to his heart, and in 
which he experiences the great- 
est pleasure and satisfaction, and 
in this sense, continually seeks 
his own happiness ; but in a 
different object, from a differ- 
ent source, and froma different 
principle, from the selfish man. 
For it is benevolence or love to 
others, that makes their happi- 
ness a source of joy and hap- 
pinessto any one, and causes 
him to seek their happiness as 
the object or end in which his 
own felicity is found. 
Hence lt may appear that the 
selfish and the benevolent are 
distinguished from each other, 
not so properly by the one’s 
seeking his own happiness, and 
the. other’s disregarding and 
neglecting his own happiness ; 
as by the different objects in 
which they respectively place 
their own happiness, the sour- 
ces from which it is derived, 
the ends which they ultimately 
seek, and in which they acqui- 
esce and experience the great- 
est satisfaction and delight. He 
whose ultimate end, is a good 
opposed to, or wholly distinct 
from the good or happiness of 
others, is entirely selfish. But 
he whose ultimate end, in which 
his heart rests with satisfaction 
and delight, isthe good or hap- 
piness of others, is benevolent. 
And if this ultimate end be the 
good of being, the greatest good 
of the universe, his benevolence 
is genuine, disinterested, pub- 
lic benevolence or love, in con- 
tradistinction from selfishness, 
and from a limited, partial be- 
nevolence, which may be op- 
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posed to the general poog— 
And yet it is easy to see, that he 
may seek the Gratification of 
his ruling Propensity, by. sec}. 
ing, and rejoicing in the 

public good, and, in this sens 

seek his own happiness, With 

as great cngagedness—yit) 

as much ardor and constancy, 

as ever a selfish man seeks 

the end, in which he places his 

chief delight. 

Nothing short of real goo. 
will, benevelonce, or love to 
others, will render their hapri- 
ness in itself considered, a 
source of joy and satisfaction to 
our hearts. But in proportion 
to the degree and strength of 
our love tothem, shall we -re- 
joice in their joy, and be happy 
in their happiness. Hence, the 
infinite happiness of God, foun- 
ded in and resulting from his 
own infinite perfection and ab- 
solute all-sufficiency, displayed 
and expressed in all his works, 
will be a source of joy and hap- 
piness fo those only who love him. 

They who love him not, will 
derive no joy or pleasure froma 
view or consideration of his10- 
finite happiness. But in propo! 
tion to the degree and strength 
of our love to him, shall we 
rejoice in his infinite happt 
ness, in his glorious perfections, 
which are the foundation of It 
and in all the good produced 
by the display of them, in which 
he himself bath ineffable de- 
light. ‘ase 

He who loves God with @ll 
his heart, and his neighbor o 
fellow creatures as himself, will 
as the natural effect of this love, 
experience the most peculiar 
satisfaction and joy in the = 
and contemplation of wen 
finite glory and happiness, alt 
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‘1 all the good—in all the holi- 
ness and happiness of the crea- 
ted system, consisting in snd re- 
suiting from the expression and 
display of his infinite fulness, 
in which God himself hath infi- 
nite satisfaction. ‘This infinite 
cood and happiness of the mo- 
ral system will be to his heart 
the source of supreme joy and 
delight. Therefore, he will ar- 
dently desire and earnestly en-, 
deavor to contribute to this gen- 
eral good, by laboring to promote 
it among all who come within 
the sphere of his influence ; 
as Paul did, not seeking his own 
profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may be saved. Here- 
by the spirit of holy love is dis- 
tinguished, not only from what 
is evidently nothing, selfishness 
or mere self-love ; but also, from 
all that partial and limited kind 


of benevolence, which may con- | 


sist with, and even operate in, 
opposition to the general good 
—as the benevolence and love 
of parents to their children— 
the regard which men often 
have to their particular friends 
and connections,—and the re- 
gard which some have for the 
welfare of their country, as dis- 
tinguished from and opposed to 
the interest of other nations. 

We may remark again, 

2. The love required in the 
gospel is, inthe very nature of 
things, absolutely necessary toa 
feeling, experimental percep- 
lion of the grand source of 
the most sublime joy and happi- 
hess of intelligent beings.— 
Whilst destitute of this love, 
Ve are altogether unprepared— 
totally unqualified for, and mor- 
ally incapable of, participating 


- oy and happiness of hea- 
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Wherefore, “ Let us love one 
another: for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is born 
of God and knoweth God.’— 
But, * He that loveth not know- 
eth not God: for God is love.” 


} PRESBYTES. 


ate : 
er a = Bee 


Thoughts resfecting the incon- 
ceivable worth of the soul of 
man, and the immense evil in- 
volved in the loss of it; sug 
gested by Christ’s words in 
Matthew xvi. 26. 


‘ For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? or, what 
shail a man give in exchange 
for his soul !” 


PART II, 
(Concluded from p. 231.) 


HE joy and happiness of 

every soul which is saved, 
by being continued for ever, 
will amount to an infinite sum 
of real substantial good. This 
infinite good doth every one 
lose ; of all this doth every one 
fall short, who loses his own 
soul, 

Nor is this the whole, or 
any wise near the whole, of his 
loss, orcalamity. Tor the soul, 
which is capable of peaceful and 
happifying perceptions and ex- 
ercises, is equally capable of 
such as are extremely disquiet- 
ing, painful and tormenting. 

Selfishness, pride and ambi- 
tion, hatred and enmity, anger 





and wrath, envy and revenge, 
{malice and cruelty, with the 
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avhole train of discordant, fret- 
ful, turbulent and boisterous 
feelings, lusts and passions, are, 
in their very nature, disquieting, 
painful and tormenting 5; de- 
structive of inward peace and 
1appiNneEssy and productive of 
continual vexation, pain = and 
anguish. 

To these and all such-like 
lusts and passions, every soul 
which is lost, will be an everlas- 
ting prey. Under their domin- 
ion, the man who loses bis soul, 
will be left for ever, a continual 
prey to all the vexation and tor- 
ment involved in, and resuluing 
from, their unrestrained preva- 
lence and power. 

He may also be subiected to 
all the painful and insupportably 
tormenting sensations of con- 
scious desert of the displeea- 
sure and wrath of God, and 
of the hatred and contempt 
of all intelligent creatures—of 
2 consciousness of being, and 
having acted the part of 
an enemy to all; and, there- 
fore, of deserving the  dis- 
pleasure and abhorrence of 
all—of having, whilst in a state 
of probation, neglected, misim- 
proved and abused precious sea- 
sons and opportunities, means 
and advantages, for securing 
eternal happiness—of wasting 
his time, and employing his 
taients, in the pursuitof mere 
trifles, to the utter neglect 
of things of real worth, and 
everlasting importance—of shut- 
ting his eyes against the light, 
and turning a deaf ear-to the in- 
structions, and warnings, coun- 
sels and reproofs, invitations, 
calls and offers, promises and 
threatenings, with which God 
and Jesus Christ addressed 


®im in his word, and by _his| 
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ministers and others 
ing light of and 1 
great salvation—of prefetri, 
the world and_ the Pratifics 
tion of his vain, foolish — 
abominable desires and apne. 
Lites, to all the blessings Proposed 
and offered in the 20spelmof 
cespising and rebelling againg 
the just God and Savioursof 
having acted the most foolish 
and destructive, as well as Crim: 
inal part, and completely rui. 
edand destroyed himself; anj 
therefore, of being justly cas 
off and rejected by God, and 
delivered over to suffer the ef. 
fects of his terrible wrath fo 
ever. 

He may be subjected to ex. 
perience the extremely painful 
sensations of the most mortify. 
ing disappointment of all his 
hopes—of being cut off and 
separated, for ever, from every 
object and enjoyment - suited 
to gratify his inclinations, de- 
sires and appetites; whilst 
his desires and __ inclinations, 
and thirst after enjoyment, 
continue in full strength, or, 
perhaps, with an importunity, 
ardor and intenseness incree 
sed, by the continual want and 
disappointment. 

He may, also, and doubtless 
will be subjected to the insup- 
portably painful sensations ° 
being consciously confined [or 
ever, with the devil and his a0 
gels, and all the finally wick 
ed, under the power and wrath 
of God, whom he hath dist 
garded and treated with com 
tempt, and to whose charactc! 
and will, to whose honor, g!0'} 
and happiness, his heart 1 ut 
terly opposed, whilst this 
nipotent God 1s neem 
pouring in upon his very 9% 
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, sense of his just indignation 
and wrath, producing the keen; 
est pally and anguish, as by the 
games of a lire most intensely 
hot. , 
In holy creatures, an 1n- 
crease of knowledge 1s atten- 
ded with an increase of hap- 
piness. But in the wicked, 
whose souls are lost, the case Is 
quite the reverse. Their souls 
peing destitute ofall truly benev- 
glent, virtuous and happilying 
affections and excercises, and 
ynder the unrestrained  do- 
minion of malevolent, disqui- 


passions, and they being utter- 
ly excluded from every comfor- 
table enjoyment, and delivered 
ever to the unceasing expres- 
sions of the dreadful wrath of 
God; the more they know, and 
the more their views and capa- 
cities are extended and enlarged, 
the greater will their misery be. 
The remembrance of past scenes 
cannot fail to produce very pain- 
ful sensations. And the more 
they see and know of God, his 
works and ways—the more they | 
are convinced of his majesty 
aid power, knowledge and wis- 
dom, justice and truth, good- 
hess and mercy, happiness and 
glory, and of the glory and hap- 
piness of saints and angels ; 
whilst they are chained down in 
carkness, despair and torment, 
48 unceasing, as endless, as the 
glory and happiness of the sa- 
ved, and as the existence of 
God; the greater and more in- 
supportably tormenting will be 
their enmity and hatred, envy 
andrage, vexation and anguish. 

How complete, then, and in- 
Conceivably great are the suffer- 
ings of every one who loses his 
*wn soul? Aad to what an infi- 





}the character and 
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nite sum ofreal positive pain and 
torment will they amount, by 
deine continued for ever? How 
trifling, indeed, how worthless 
and despicable, would be the 
good, impliedin and resulting 
from the acquisition of the whole 
world, as a counter-balance to 
such infinite evil ? 

How plain and strikingly evi- 
dent isit, then, that, in case 
aman should in fact gain the 
whole world, but lose his own 
soul, he would have no cause to 
slory in his acquisition, but in- 
finitely the reverse? that his 
loss would so infinitely exceed 
his gain, that the good obtained 
would not bear any, not even 
the least, conceivable propor- 
tion to the loss sustained—to 
the evil to be endured ? 

Wherefore, ina review of all 
that has been said, let me se- 
riously ask the readers of these 
thoughts, the following plain 
questions, and entreat them to 
apply them impartially to their 
own consciences and hearts, 
and toact agreeably to the truths 
and obligations, which they will 
suggest and exhibit. 

Is any other attainable good, 
to be placed in competition with 
that of the salvation of a man’s 
soul? Nay, is not every other 
enjoyment which can possibly 


| be experienced by any man, 


whilst he fails of the salvation 


fof his soul, a mere trifle, and 


not worthy to be at all regarded, 
in comparison with this? Hence, 


| therefore, 


Ought not the salvation of 
your souls to engage your ear- 
ly, constant persevering atten- 
tion, care and pursuit? Can 
you justily your conduct to your 
own consciences, as becoming 


consistent. 
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with the obligations of reasona- 
ble creatures, if you do not 
pay a first, a principal, and a 
steady attention to the securing 
of that interest, which, to you, 
is infinitely the most necessary 
and important, and in compar- 
ison with which allothers are 
as nothing. 

Should not every thing in- 
compatible with a proper at- 
tention tothe salvation of your 
souls be made to give way to 
it? Ifthe indulgence of any par- 
ticular inclination or appetite, 
however grateful and pleasing it 
be for the present, exposes you 
to lose your souls, ought you 
not instantly to desist from it, 
to abandon it, and make it 
give way to the ail important 
concern of seeing to and se- 
curing your souls’ salvation { 
If you do not, will not your 
consciences reproach and con- 
demn you, as acting in oppo- 
sition to your own true and 
most Important interest—more 
hike persons beside themselves, 
than like men in their mind? 
Isit possible to be at more la- 
bor, pains and expense, for the 
salvation of your souls, than it 
is worth, orany wise compara- 
bly so much ? 

If any one should, in early 
life, begin to inquire, with deep 
concern and painful solicitude, 
what he must do to be saved 
how, in what way, and by what 
means, the salvation of his soul 
might be secured, and to seek 
and pray to God from day to 
day, to be directed and kept in 
the way, which will end in this 
all important blessing ; if, from 
early youth, to the end of a life 
of seventy or cighty years, he 
Should daily make it a primary 
and principal object of his care 
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(Jury, is 
and labor to understang and 
the will of God; if qt” a 
this whole period he shor ~" 
watch and pray, and ae 
against and for the Victory a . 
all sin, and all the temptation. : 
and snares, to which, he might 7 
be exposed ; if he should deny “ 
himself the pleasure and worl. 7 
ly advantages of all the fashion: rs 
able amusements and diversions y 
and all those pursuits and ways : 
of worldly gain or promotiy : 
which he believes to be disap. 
proved and forbidden by God, h 
and of a tendency to expose e 
him to the loss of his soul ; if n 
he should spare neither Jabor t] 


nor expense, in doing good, a C 
he hath opportunity, unto all, y 
and especially, to them who are t 
of the household of faith ; if, in 
obedience to the revealed will of 
God and the Saviour, he should 
courageously confess Christ be- 
fore men, and hold fast the 

truths taught by him, and prac- | 


lise agreeably to his commands, 
when the general current was : 
strong against him and his | 
}cause, and thereby become ex- | 
posed and subjected to hatred 


and contempt, reproach and per- . 
secution ; if he should perse- 
vere, though at the risk and to 
the loss of every thing in this 
world dear to the natural heart 
of man, and finally, of life itself; 
but should, in consequence, Tt 
ceive everlasting life in the 
world to come, and enjoy all the 
good comprised in the salvation 
of his soul :—.Would such a one 
have any reason to regret his 
laboring so hard and so long; and 
taking so much pains, and pul 
ting himself to so much ex’ 
pense, and submitting to $0 
much self-denial and to sue 





great losses and sufferings, with 
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aview to prevent the loss and 
to secure the salvation of his 
soul ?—-Is it possible that he 
should look back on his past 
jabors, pains and sufferings, and 
contemplate his then present 
state, and think of its everlast- 
ing continuance, and that, pro- 
bably, with endlessly increasing 
joy and happiness, and once im- 
agine, that he hath acted un- 
wisely for himself, in laying out 
so much forit ?—-Must he not, 
on the other hand, pronounce all 
his past labor and expense, of 
every kind, a mere trifle, and 
not worthy to be named or 
thought of, in comparison with, 
or as acourter-balance to, the 
value and worth of the real posi- 
tive good, to which hie has attain- 
ed, over and above the conside- 
ration of a mere exemption from 
the infinite evil implied in the 
everlasting loss of the soul ! 
Hence, If the natural dispo- 
sition of your hearts; and the 
ways to which you are naturally 
inclined, have a direct and pow- 
erful tendency to the loss of your 
souls, and will terminate in it, 
unless prevented by an interpo- 
sition of divine grace, to bring 
you to repent and return to God 
through Jesus Christ, and to 
enter upon and walk in the nar- 
Tow way which leadeth to life, 
can you acquit yourselves from 
the charge of great and crimi- 
nal folly, if you do not earnest- 
ly Seek and cry to God, for his 
mei'ciful interposition to rescue 
and save you, and exercise all 
the attention, and do every thing 


‘your power, which, upon |} 


Scti ptural grounds, you may ra- 
Uorally hope will, in any way 
OT nieasure, tend to lessen the 
anzier of the everlasting loss 


Vou. I. NO, 7, 


of your souls, or to increase the 
probability of their salvation ? 

Of how much greater and 
still more criminal folly and mad- 
ness must you be constrained to 
pronounce yourselves guilty, if 
instead of earnestly crying to 
God for mercy, amd taking all 
possible pains to prevent the 
loss and to secure the salvation 
of your souls, you should, with 
a careless indifference and stu- 
pidity, or deliberate resolution 
and obstinacy, neglect, turn 
away from and refuse the ordi- 
nary and best adapted outward 
means of grace and salvation, 
and indulge and give yourselves 
up to the worldly pursuits and 
pleasures, and the gratifications 
of the various irregular and sin- 
ful propensities and lusts of the 
body and mind, which have 
an awful tendency in = di- 
rect opposition to the salvatiori 
of your souls, and to fit and pre- 
pare them for destruction ; as 
well as to increase the righteous 
displeasure of God against you ? 
| If in the midst of such stupid, 
sinful, afd soul-ruinous indul- 
gences and pursuits, one and 
another of you should be stop- 
ped short by death, as hath fre- 
quently been the case with 
others, and your souls, on a sud- 
den plunged in darkness, hor- 
rorand despatr, completely lost 
for ever; can any woids express 
the keen selfsreproaches and self- 
condemnings, which they might 
naturally be expected to expe- 
Lrience, for their past folly and 
} madness ? 

Will you not, then, in a view 
of all these solemn, awakening, 
-and most interesting considera- 
tions, be excited and engaged 
to seek the Lord, while he may 
| be found ; — upon him 
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while he is near ?—to forsake all | 
evil ways and unrighteous tho’ts, 
and to return to God, whiist he 
invites and calls upon you to be 
reconciled to him by Jesus 
hrist ?—to hearken diligently 
unto him—to incline your ear, 
end come unto him, and hear, 
that your souls may live ! 
PRESBYTES. 








on the Profthecies, (le 
v Y; 
in the year 455, under the SVMbol of 
fire, Genseric king of the ‘Sata 
assaults the Western Empire iy 
the South, and hurls it-from its oa 
ike a huge blazing mountain, or th, 
head of it imperial Rome itself ‘ 
the sounding of the third in the ie 
476, under the symbol of @ grey 
star falling from Heaven, the lee 
of the Western Cesars, in the de- 
position of Augustulus, became ex. 
tinct, and Odoacer king of the Her. 
uli was proclaimed king of Italy, 














Abstract of Faber on the Pro- 
phecies. 


No. V. 
(Continued from p. 219.) 


HE chief object of our author 
is to treat of the great period 
| of 1260years, or the period of the 
* Papal and Mohammedan apostacies, 
but he givesa brief account of the 
events marked by the first four 
trumpets, as preparing the way for 
that period, by removing that which 
was foretold would for a season det 
or hinder the revelation of the man 
of Sin. He states in general, that 
the trumpets may be divided into 
the four which prepare the way for 
the revelation of the man of sin, 
and the three woe-trumpets, as they 
are Called, which comprehend the 
whole history of the appostacy in its 
dominant state, beth in the East and 
in the West. 

According to our author, at the 
sounding of the first trumpet which 
began in 395, the Northern nations 
under Alaric, Radagaisus, and At- 
tila overrun the Roman Empire. 
These successive invasions are rep- 
resented under the symbol of a hail 
storm, that in the year 446 a pause 
tock place in the storm, and that in 
the year 450 it burst again on the 
Western Empire, and terminated 
onthe death of Attila in the year 


At the sounding of the fourth, the 
Roman Empire considered as one 
great whole, under the symbol cf gy 
eclipse of the third part of the Sun, 
Of ihe Moon and of theStars,through 
the operation of the foregoing trun- 
pets, became shorn of its power aad 
splendour by the downfall of ts 
‘Western half. Thus was he that 
letted removed out of the way ; and 
an opening made for the man of sin 
and the western apostacy. 

This account of the first fo 
trumpets is. different from that. of 
Bp. Newton: for according to him 
at the sounding of the jirst trumpet, 
Alaric and his Goths invade the Re- 
man Empire. At the sounding of 
the second, Attila and his Hus 
waste the Roman provinces, and 
compel the Eastern and Wester 
Emperors to submit to shameful 
terms: atthesounding of the third, 
Genseric and his Vandals spoil and 
plunder Rome ; and at the sounding 
of the fourth, Odoacer and the Her- 
uli put an end to the very name 0 
the Western Empire. 


Our author supposes that the Bp’s. 
errors may bé traced to an e1Toit 
ous curtailment of the effects pr 
duced by the first trumpet. He 
thinks the symbol of the Norther 
hail storm will include all the inva 
sions of the Roman Empire, oe 
of Germany, Scythia, and the Nott 
whether executed by the Goths, the 
Vandals, the Suevi, the Alans er 
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arrangement, the symbols will have 
their proper and natural applica- 
tion ; but on the Bishop's arrange- 
ment, they will not ; for, according 
to his exposition, the dburnurg moun- 
iain will be Atiila, and not a subver- 
redempire ? The falling star will 
be Genseric, @ victorious jirince, 
and not aking hurled from the sum- 
mit of tas flower 5 and the echpse 
of the sun, moon, and stars, will be 
an extinction of the Sun and only 
gn ecliitse of the other luminaries. 
The author now entering on the 
detail of events symbolized by the 
three woe trumpets, observes, that 
the Prophet begins with the Kastern 
branch of the afostacy, under the 
iwo first oe trumpets, next pro- 
ceedsto the Western branch of the 
afistacy, which he gives at large 
under the two first woe trumpets, 
and more briefly under the thard, for 


the whole period of 1260 years, from | 


ihe little book, which he was com- 
manded to eat, and concludes, with 
detailing the effects of the last woe 
trumpet, Which contains the seven 
vials, both in the Kast and in the 
West. He further observes, in gen- 
eral, that the first woe trumpet de- 
scribes the rise, the second, the 
height, and the third the downfall of 
the twofold afostacy of Mohamme- 
dism and the Papacy. 


The author accords with Bp. 
Newton as to the eflects of the two 
Jirst woe trumpets, in the East. 
He differsfrom him as to the appli- 
cation of the symbol of the fallen 
star to Mohammed, and applies it 
to the afostate Nestorian monk Ser- 
§ius or Baheira who assisted Mo- 
hammed in the forging of his im- 


Posture; because, the symbol of a fal- | 


en star always imports either an 
apostate fastor or a king hurled 
from his throne : Mohammed 
Was neither ; Sergius was the for- 
mer. Ahollyon and his locusts were 

chammed and the Saracens. 


on the Prophecies. 251 


of imposture, in ¢he year 606, by re- 

tiring to the cave of Hera; then 

it Was the fallen star Sergius opened 

the door of the bottomless pit ; the 

smoke and fumes of false religion 

issued immediately ; but he locusts 

and their leader were not revealed 

till the year 612, when Mohammed 

assumed the frofihetic office. Vhis 

therfore was the commencement 

of the jive profihetic months, 

or period of 150 years ; within which 

the locusts were commissioned to 

torment mankind, and which, of 
course, expired in the year 762, 
when the caliph Almansor built 
Bagdad, or the city of peace: Then 
the Saracens ceased from their lo- 
cust devastations, and became a set- 
tled pcople; and Mohammedism 
was firmly established. The com- 
mission of the locusts was to Aurt 
those who had not the scal of God 
in their foreheads, but not ¢o kill 
them. Accordingly, when they ap- 
proached the region which was af- 
terward the seat of the Waldenses 
and Albigenses they were defeated 
with great slaughter, in several en- 
gagements, by Charles Martel. 
‘They were to scourge the apostate 
empire where the transgressors 
were come to the full, but not to sub- 
vertit. ‘This was reserved for their 
successors the Turks. At the con- 
clusion of this prophecy, it is added, 
** One woe is past.” This woe en. 
ded, as has been said, in the year 
762. When the second should com- 
mence is not Aere said, but simply, 
behold! there come two more. woes 
hereaficr. Accordingly, a conside- 
rable period of time was to elapse, 
before the commencement of the se- 
cond woe. 

At the sounding of the szxth 
trumpet; or, second woe trumpet, 
the four angels, or four sultanies of 
the Turks, whose capitals were 
Bagdad, Damascus, Aleppo, and 
Iconium, who had been bound: in 





chammed Committed the first act 


the great river Euphrates, or in 
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the countries adjoining that river, 
were ordered to be loosed: they 
were loosed accordingly, in ‘he year 
1281, when the Turks under Orto- 
grul gained their first victory over 
the Greek Empire, by the conquest 
of Cutahi. They were prepared fo 
slay the third part of men, or the 
Roman Lmpire, then represented 
by the Constantinopolitan monarchy, 
for an hvu, anda day, and a monih, 
and «a year, or 391 natural vears, 
and 15 days In che year 1453 they 
took Constantinople ; and in ‘the 
year 1672 they took Cameniec, their 
last conquest, from the Poles. Now 
if we compute 391 years from the 
year 1281, they will bring us down 
exactly to the year 1672; and if we 
knew the day on which Cutahi was 
taken, as wedo that on which Ca- 
Meniec was taken, the same exact- 
ness might also be found in the 15 
days. Zhe Hupthratzan horsemen 
are represented as very numerous ; 
as delighting in the color of fre, 
jacinth, and brimstone, or red, blue 


and yellow; their horses as vomit- 


ing fire, and smoke, and brimstcne, 
an allusion to artillery and gun-pow- 
der invented under this trumpet, 
and as propagating a false religion : 
In all which particulars, the Turks 
are described with wonderful exact- 
ness, Under these awful judgments, 
the rest of men, or the Papal church, 
repented not of their idolatry; but, 
unawed by the signal punishment of 
her sister Constantinople, she set 
her face against the reformation 
which commenced under this trum- 
pet: @ more tremendous power, 
therefore, will be revealed against 
her, under the tdird woe, ‘The pre- 
cise duration of this woe is not Aere 
expressly marked by the prophet ; 
the conquests of the Huphratean 
horsemen, in subverting the Eastern 
empire, terminated in 1672, but the 
woe itself does not terminate till 
after the great earthquake in the 
West, and the fall of the tenth fart 





(Sure, 


informed, that the’ aera wee 

’ cond 
fast, and behold the 24; 
cometh guickly. 

Having shewn the effect of the 
two first Wae-lrumpets in the Rasy 
the prophet passes to the history e 
the contemporary Papal apostacy 
a2 the West, by unfolding the con 
tents of the Little book, which con. 
tains that history at large, and more 
generally the history, of the third 
woe-trumpet, under the symbols of 
the harvest and vintage of the Lord; 
or, in other words, the history of 
the whole great period of 1260 years, 
This book contains, according to 
the author the eleventh, twelfih, 
thirteenth and fourteenth chapters 
of the Revelation ; and all of them, 
in point of time, run parallel to 
each other; each reaching through 
the whole of that great period— 
i rom these chapters we learn, what 
the ten horned beast of the sea, or 
of the bettomless pit is; that he 
wages a war of 1260 years with the 
woman and the two witnesses ; that 
he acts. by the instigation of the two 
horned beast of the Earth; ad 
that he is the ¢ool of the great red 
dragon. 


Woe ig 


In explaining the contents of the 
first Chapter of the little book, the 
author says, that, by the temfile, 
the altar, and them that worship 
therein, are meant true Christians; 
by the Court without the temple, 
nominal or apostate Christians ; by 
the Holy City, the vistble Church 
of Christ: that the two prophets 
or witnesses were to prophesy @ 
sackcloth through the whole period 
of 1260 years ; and therefore could 
not be fwzo individuals: that they are 
called the two oltve trees and the 
two candlesticks which are known 
symbols of a church, therefore they 
cannot be the Two Testaments, " 
many have supposed ; but ate (e 
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churches 3 Ol the two-fold ve 
of Christ, that before, an€ sin 
ifter his incarnation ; represente 

by the twenty four Elders, alluding 
to the twelve patriarchs, and the 
rwelve Apostles ; and by the Holy 
City on whose twelve gates were 
inscribed the names of the twelve 
rides of Israel ; and on whose 
ewelve foundations were inscribed 
the names of the twelve Apostles 
of the Lamb: the notion of which, 
the two-fold church, is carefully pre- 
served through the whole book of 
the Apocalypse. Or, in other words, 
the two witnesses are the sfitritual 
members of the Catholic Church, 
viewed as one great whole, though 
made up of two component fiaris. 
Their prophesying means ¢heir 
avewal of the truths of the Gosfiel. 
Their power to shut heaven, to 
turn the waters into blood, &c. must 
be understood not in @ causal, but 
a consequential sense ; as God’s 
charge to Jsaiah must be understood, 
* Make the heart of this people fut,” 
&c, The witnesses which were slain 
by the beast were not all the faith- 
fut throughout the whole Roman 
Earth, or city, but @ community of 
Christians ia a part or street of that 
city ; their death then must have 
been fiolitical, the only death to 
which a community is liable. This 
community must have received /o- 
liical life, before it could suffer 
political death. This could not have 
been at any time before the Reforma- 
lion. At the Reformation they re- 
ceived folitical life in Germany— 
The foe that slays them is the beast 
of the bottomless fit; or, the beast 
with seven heads and ten horns ; 
thesame as Daniel’s Sourth beast ; 
or, the Roman Emfire ; and he 
slays the witnesses under his last, or 
‘efiltimo-octave head: or the line of 
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of whom the first was Charlemagne, 
and whose representative, at the 
time of the reformation, wasCharles 
the fifth: which fact the author now 
assumes, and designs afterwards ta 
prove, The witnesses first received 
political life, in the years 1530, 1531, 
1535 and 1537, by the association of 
the Protestant German princes in 
the league of Smalcalde. The beast, 
under his last head, on the 24th of 
April, 1547, totally routed the Pron 
testants, in the battle of Mulburg ; 
and their two great champions, the 
Elector of Saxony, and the Land- 
grave of Hesse, were compelled ta 
submit to the Emperor Charles, at 
discretion. ‘The prophets were now 
dead. ‘The street of the great city, 
where their bodies lay exposed and 
unburied, wasGermany ; a kingdom 
or province of the empire, represent 
ed by one of the ten horns of the beast, 
subject more immediately to the. 
jurisdiction of the last head, which 
the Prophet identifies with the beast 
itself, ‘Their dead bodies were to 
lie unburied, in this street of the 
city, three days, or years, and an 
half; when they should revive, and 
stand upon their feet, and after as- 
cend into heaven. During thistime, 
the Roman Earth had great joy: 
but, to their utter amazement, the 
Protestants again stood upon their 
feet, at Magdeburg, in the latter 
end of the year 1550, and, in Decem« 
ber of the same year, defeated the 
Duke of Mecklenburg, and took him 
prisoner ; and at the peace ratified 
at Passau in 1552, and confirmed at 
Augsburg in 1555, the two frofihets 
ascended into the symbolical heaven, 
or became an acknowledged church, 
Thus the prophesy in every trait of 
it, was exactly fulfilled, in respect 
to the time when the witnesses 
should be slain, the imperial head 
which should effect it, the place 





ike Gothic Emperors of the West, 


where, and the period they should 
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lie dead, as well as their ascension 
into heaven. ‘The author dissents 
from the opinion of Bo. Newton and 
others, who suppose the war of the 
beast against the witnesses is to be 
the last persecution of the church. 



































Indeed the supposition would plainly 
overthrow his exposition ; because, 
both the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz, and the persecution 
of the Piedmontese, were poste- 
‘or to the Protestant war in Germa- 

















1y. Indeed, the Prophet would be 
inconsistent with himself tosay this, 
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for he represents the witnesses as 
prophesying in sackcloth through 
the whole period of 1260 years, and 


before the sounding of ihe seventh 
trumpet which constitutes a part 
of that period ; of course, the wit- 
nesses must contmue in a persecuted 
state, aiier that battle. The fact 
“Is, the witnesses were to be slain, 
and to lie exposed, only in one far- 
ticulur street of the city; and not 
inevery street of it; and the war 
isa particular not a general persc- 
cution of the witnesses, The sup- 
posed objection that the lapse of 
something more than three cen- 
turies from the war of the beast 
with the witnesses, as above as- 
signed, to the end of their testimony, 
is inconsistent with tae prophet’s 
saying it should take place when 
they were drawing near to the end 
al of their testimony, as the reading 
ER Bin should be, 1s obviated by the remark, 
ats that the period may be called short, 
Re ct i when compared with nearly thirteen 


The next great event, and the 
yi last under the second woe-trumpiei, 
4) is the great earthquake, and the 


ae he filling of the tenth part of the city, 


which is said to happen in éhe same 
‘4 Aour with the events just described, 
ih or the death, resurrection and as- 
# G@ension of the witnesses ; and then 
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the battle cf the beast with them as’ 








Uer¢ 
? 
it is added, The second wy 
and behold the third woe C07 
quickly. As the exposition of = 
weal _ 
propaesy depends on the Sense of 
the word .Aour, the author js at 
pains to ascertain its Meaning, The 
word hour in this book, and in Other 
authors, is used in two differen» 
senses, either for the lwenty-firrth 
jrart of a day, or for an ind, finite 
season. Here, he thinks, thers ig 
nothing to limit the term eithe 
the twenty-fourth part of a natu! 
day, or of a prophetic day Making 
15 natural days, either in the strc. 
ture of the sentence, or in the nature 
of the subject ; and conceives i 
must be understood here, for sg- 


eis fast. 


son which in this book may bere ' 


sonably understood some one of the 
great apocalyptic periods, (viz.) that 
of a scal, a trumpet, or a vial. Thu 
the hour ot God’s judgment upon 
Babylon is comprehended within the 
limits of the. last vial. So. the on 
Hour in which the ten horns were 
to receive power, as_ kings, along 
with the beast, means the period of 
the jirst woe trumpet : S ar- 
guine from analogy he concludes, 
that Aour, in this place, is the peri- 
od comprehended under the secand 
woe trumpet. Lhe second 190 (runi- 
fet commenced in the West, 2 tt 
did in the East in the year 12), 
and ended in 1792, the witnesses 
were slain in 1547 and the great 
earthquake was in the year 1709, 
when France, the tenth part of the 
Roman city, fell; and so thes 
two last events, though distant from 
each other, in point of time, happe™ 
ed in the same hour or season. The 
opinion of many Commentators that 
the falling of the tenth part of #0 
city was accomplished when a 5° 
part of Germany renounced the at 
thority of the church of Rome, a 
bably arose from a limited constr’ 
tion of the phrase ¢he same haut 
but this cpinion is sufficiently cou 
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ted by the event, for upon the fal- 
jing of the tenth part of the city the 
shird woe trumpet was to sound 
quickly 3 but nearly three centuries 
have elapsed and no event took place 
rior to 1789 which could merit the 
appellation of the third woe, but in 
1789 the tremendous explosion of 
the French revolution would well 
merit that appellation. We have 
seen the Author’s opinion that Dan- 


iel predicts the tyranny of Pofiery } 


and Mohammedism under the sym- 
hols of the little horn of the third 
and fourth beast, and the athetstical 
government under that of a king 
ho neither revered the God of his 
fathers, the Desire of women or 
any other God, but who magnified 
himself above all, here we see the 
samegreat events, as he believes, 
under the first and second woes, 


down tothe frzmary revelation of } 


Antichrist, at the French revolu- 
tion and to his full develofiement on 
the 12 of August 1792, when thein- 
fidel king exalted himself above ail 
law: andon the 26th of the same 
month, when he exalted himself 
above allreligion. The great earth- 
quake then, or falling of the tenth 
fart of the city, fell out in the year 
1789,and guickly after, on‘the 12th of 
August 1792, commenced the blast 
of the third woe trumpet ; and the 
momentous events under it are de- 
scribed in general by the prophet 
from the 15th verse, to the end of 
the Chapter ; bat @ fuller account 
he gives under the symbol of the se- 
ven vials, containing the seven last 
plagues, to be poured out succesive- 
1 pile of God, and all 

ogether fill up the whole 
Period of 1260 years, as do the 
cvents predicted in each of the three 
iollowing chapters of the little book. 


[To be continued. } 
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FROM THE PHILADELPHIA IN- 
TELLIGENCER. 


Cummmen The fill Assurance 
Hope.”>—Heb. vi. 11. 


of 


(Concluded from p. 197.) 


T is now to be remarked, 

that, after all, there are ve- 
ry few Christtans who do ever 
attain to such a state, as at no 
I time to have their hopes shaken. 
They. who have enjoyed such a 
state in a very eminent degree, 
and for years together, may 
have it clouded after all; and 
perhaps have grievous conflicts, 
even on adying bed. In these 
conflicts, however, victory is 
ultimately given. At least, this 
is commonly the case. And it 
is no more a reason why the at- 
tainment should not be aimed 
at, because it may be Jest fora 
little while, than it Is a reason 
why we should not endeavour to: 
obtain and preserve a settled 
and confirmed state of health, 
because it may be interrupted: 
by short periods of sickness or. 
indisposition, or be lost imme- 
diately before death. ‘ The as- 
surance of hope” may, with pe- 
culiar propriety, be called the 
health and vigour of the soul s 
And from this metaphor, (not 
forgetting that a metaphor is 
not an argument, but an illus- 
tration only), perhaps it may be 
easy to give a just exhibition of 
this whole subject. Ist, Health 
is not essential to life, though it 
renders life comfortable. So an 
assured hope is not essential to 
spiritual life, though itis great- 
ly conducive to its comfort. 


And as there are anumber. of 





persons who are habitually. in- 
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valids, or destitute of health; so 
there are a number of genuine 
Christians who never attain any 
thing that can be called an as- 
surance of hope. They have 
something that keeps them on 
in the Christian course, but tit 
is not the vigofous principle de- 
nominated in scripture * the 
assurance of hope,’ 2d, There 
are sone who are much and of¢ 
ten indisposed, and seldom can 
Say they are quite well; and 
yet there are certain times when 
they feel something so much 
Vike health, that they have no 
cause or disposition to coniplain. 
So there are many Christians, 
(perhaps this is the character of 
the most), who are much and of- 
ten in doubts and fears, and yet 
there are certain happy seasons, 
When their hopes so much 
abound and prevail, that they 
are greatly cheered, and can- 
Rot complain for the present. 
3d, There are some persons 
who often, and perhaps gener- 
ally, enjoy a state of high and 
vigorous health and = activity ; 
but from that \7rv cause, are at- 
tacked, occasionally, with the 
Most violent and pain‘ul disea- 
ses. Sothere are som- belie- 
vers, who in general, have the 
high exercise of “ the assurance 
of hope,” and yet occasionally, 


Spiritual distress ; agreeably to 
Which, the pious and judicious 
Dr. Sibbs has remarked, that 
* those who have the assurance 
of their salvation, are some- 
times lilted up to heaven, and 
at others, are cast down to the 
gates of hell.” 4th, There are 
Some who enjoy an even state 
of good and comfortable health, 
only interrupted a short time, 
Row and then, by incidental, 


The full Assurance of Hope. 
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(Tory, 


indispos. 
’ there are 


ivine life, 
enjoy a steady; moderate and 


moderate, and short 
tions. In like manner 
some, who, in the qd 


comfortable hope, only now ang 
then darkened or obscured by 
some passing clouds, or a shop 
lived tempest. And 5th, If there 
are a very few persons who cm 
say that they were never Sick g 
day or an hour in their lives 
though they may have had a fey 
occasional aches or pains, these 
are considered as prodigies of 
health ; and they, perliaps, may 
have their parallel in a few pro. 
diges in the spiritual fife, why 
being real Christians, may be 
alle to say, that, however they 
may have had some few shor 
and severe conflicts, they neve 
did seriously doubt their salyy. 
tion, since first they obtained a 
satisfaction in regard to it. Qh 
the whole, it Is to be remember 
ed, that hofie, as a Christian 
rracey admits, as all other graces 
do, of almost an infinite number 
of gradations.  Lwvery red 
Christian has some of it, as he 
has something of every other 
grace; though like the other 
gracesy it may at times, te 
scarcely perceptible to himseli 
and be rather in habit than ii 
exercise. Ina word, from tht 


' faint dawnings of a perceptible 
are cast down into the depths of | 


hope, to the meridian of its full 
assurance, the degrees are nl 
merous indeed ; and yet at each 
of these degrees, true Chns- 
tians may often be found. 
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7O THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
' yECTICUT MAGAZINE. | 


We would see Jesus. 


SIR, we would see Jesus*, 
was the request of certain 
devout Greeks who went to Je- 
rusalem to worship, near 1800 
vearsago. It isthe desire ol 
all Christians, that those who 
instruct in holy things should 
lead them, to a more perfect 
knowledge of their Saviour and 
of hiskingdom. To you Sir, 
their language is, “ We would 
see Jesus.” And whenever in 
the pages of your useful Mag- 
azine, they find any thing to en- 
lighten the understanding and 
towarm the heart by promo- 
ting anearer union with the Say- 
jour, their request is obtained. 
If the following remarks are 
calculated to promote these de- 
signs you will please to inSert 
them. 


UCH of theChristian tem- 

per is expressed in this 
short request, ‘Sir, we would 
see Jesus.” ‘The desire of every 
Christian is to behold Jesus*y 
faith, and enjoy his presence. 
It is by faith alone, that his pres- 
ence can be enjoyed in this 
World. “ Whom having not 
Seen, ye love ; in whom though 
how ye see him not, yet believing 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.’ hus it is 
by believing, that the Christian 
can rejoice in the unseen Sav- 
lour with joy unspeakable and 
ull of glory. And in this way 
only can he enjoy the society 
‘nd fellowship of his Lord. 

a 


* John xii, 21. 
Vot. I, No, 7 
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In the various conditions of 
human life, the devout and hum- 
ble soul desires the presence of 
the Saviour. Under all cir- 
cumstances, Jcsus is a very wel- 
come guest. In prosperity, he 
would see Jesus. He dare not 
promise himself happiness in 
any enjoyment from which Jesus 
is excluded. Even prosperity, 
without his Saviour, is not de- 
sirable to him. He fears, that 
its fascinating charms would lead 
him to a dreadful precipice. 
Prosperity without grace is even 
more ruinous than adversity. 
Such is the nature of the human 
heart, that prosperity has a ten- 
dency to lead away from God 
the bountiful Giver and to in- 
duce a neglect of the cultivation 
of religion in the soul. Unsanc- 
tified prosperity is, therefore, 
a dreadful evil. Thousands can 
bear with fortitude the weight 
of adversity, but few are able to 
endure pfosperitys Upon such 
minds as our’s, its effects are to 
engross the attention and intoxi- 
cate the soul. And we dwell 
upon it as a lasting good, forget- 
ful of more durable riches — 
Doubtless thousands who are 
born and educated in the man- 
sions of splendor and in the lap 
of prosperity, never think of a 
higher good, who, by a reverse 
of circumstances, would have 


been taught the unsatisfying | 


nature of earthly enjoyments. 
Graceless prosperity is a very 
easy and sure road to remedi- 
less destruction. There is a 
lure in it which beguiles into 
ruin. Hence the reflecting 
Christian wishes the presence 
of his Saviour in prosperity. He 
would seeJesus as exhibitedin his 


life, his doctrines, and his laws. 


He would not taste of an enjoy: 
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ment which is not tempered by 
a sense of his presence; while he 
feels his own weakness and the 
deceitfulness of his own heart, 
he will not dare to trust him- 
selfif his Lord be absent. The 
greater his possessions, the 
more need of wisdom will the 
contemplative Christian feel 
that he may use them aright. 
If God has trusted much to his 
care as steward, he is sensible 
that he hasthe more to account 
for ; and he feels a greater need 
of the presence of Jesus, and 
the guidance of his spirit. 

The Christian in adversity, 
desires also the presence of his 
Saviour. This condition is 
more peculiarly calculated to 
promote a lively sense of his 
dependence, and of the superior 
blessing of Christ’s presence. 
It tends to strip a man of him- 
self, and lead him from a de- 
pendence on sublunary enjoy- 
ments. But it is a school of 
affliction, and the important 
lesson which Is taught, is not al- 
ways learned. Liven adversity 
without grace will make the 
heart no better. Afflictions as 
well as mercies, in the distribu- 
tions of providence, are lost up- 
on many, astoany good effects 
produced in the subjects ; they 
render them no better, but only 
tend to prepare them for more 
aggravated calamities. Hence 
the Christian wishes his afflic- 
tions to be sanctified ones. In 
adversity he wishes to see Jesus. 
He would tell him all his trials, 
and in the midst of his grief, 
recline his weary head upon. his 
Saviour’s bosom. Under the 
pressure of adversity, He is 
the “ friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” When the 
children of God are tried and 


} greatest privileges that 


ted children. 











[Sery, 
borne down by adversity, ther 


find it sweet to go and tell Jegy: 
They view this as one of thei 


; When 
they are ejected by the worl 
they have a-great and olorions 
friend whose heart is alway 
open, and whose provisions are 
always ready. ‘Fo such no ca. 
lamities are so great, and no 
grief so pungent, as those which 
result from having wandered 
from their Lord and lost sight 
of his glorious and supporting 
presence. But when Christians 
have a clear sight and sense of 
a present Lord, all other evils 
lessen in their view ; and tho’ 
the storm beats without they 
find peace and enjoyment with- 
in. Christ is a friend born for 
adversity. For this end came 
he into the world. He is an 
High Priest who can be touch- 
ed with the feelings of his afllic- 
He knows how to 
succour and console ; and when 
all earthly streams are dried up, 
He can let in the streams of 
more durable happiness into the 
soul. His name is a strong 
tower, the righteous runneth in- 
to it and is safe ;—it is a haven 
in which the humble Christian, 


tossed upon the billows of ad- 


versity, may securely anchor. 
Hence the Christian in adversl- 
ty will always desire to see Je 
sus. | 

Another condition of life in 
which the Christian desires t0 
see Jesus is, health. There ar 
many whe wish to hear nothing 
of Christ and his doctrints 
whenin the vigor of life who 
are willing to apply to him 0 
sickness. While their bodies 


are healthy and active they pul 
far off the evil day; and conse 
quently have no desir 
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1808.) We would 
Jesus, and no ear for religious 
instruction. With such it isa 
preach of politeness in any one 
to introduce topics of this na- 
ture ; and they are astonished 
that any can take satisfaction in 
conversing upon such gloomy 
subjects, as lead the mind to a 
view of death, the general judg- 
ment and a future state. Such 
while in health feel no necessi- 
ty of seeking Jesus. Religion 
must be crowded along to the 
last end of life, and made the 
employment of asick bed. Je- 
susis not to be trusted in till 
health and every other enjoy- 
ment fails. 

It is not so with the Christian. 
Itis Ais desire to seek jirst the 
kingdom of heaven, to improve 
the health and vigor of his days, 
in the service and enjoyment of 
his Lord. That which is most 
agreeable will be our first object 
inhealth. The exercises and 
services Of religion are of | 
all things the most desirable 
to the Christian; hence he 
would engage in these while in 
health. He would see Jesus, | 
while he is best capable of serv- 
ing and glorifying him. 

The Christian desires also to 
see Jesus when in sickness. It 
is natural, when racked with 
pain and distress to wish the 
presence of our nearest friends. 
Their company and their kind 
offices at such a time are ex- 
ceeding desirable. Jesus is the 
Christian’s best friend, and his 
presence is peculiarly needed in 
the midst of anguish and dis- 
tress. The child of God is not 
contented if he be absent a mo- 
ment. But if Jesus be present, 
though in the greatest distress 
of body, his countenance bright- 





fas, and he can often smile in 
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the arms of death. Christ is 
the great Physician on whom 
he ultimately depends for soul 
and body ; to him he looks for 
success to human endeavors, 
and for preparation for sickness 
or health, as in his righteous 
providence he shall distribute 
themto him. But to produce 
this calmness and resignation he 
must have asense of Christ’s 
presence. Again, 

The Christian desires to see 
Jesus in all the ordinances of 
divine appointment and means 
of religious instruction. When 
he goes to the sanctuary to wor- 
ship, his prayer is that he may 
see Jesus. And to him who 
ministers in holy things, his 
language is, * Sir, we would see 
Jesus.” And if Christ has not 
been preached,he returns mourn- 
ing in the language of Mary, 
“ They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where 
they have laidhim.” When he 
approaches the sacramental feast, 
his desire is that he may behold 
his Saviour. It is not a round 
of externals which will satisfy 
his soul; for what are ordinan- 
ces to him without Jesus in the 
midst ? True indeed these are 
wisely designed to encrease the 
faith and brighten the other 
Christian graces. But Christ 
must manifest himself through 
these, as thesun through the win- 
dows of an otherwise darkened 
habitation. In these “he appears 
in his beauty,asthelightandasthe 
dew unto Israel—as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land.” 
His people “ set under his ban- 
ner with great delight, and his 
fruit is sweet to their taste.” 
Thus in the reading and the 
preaching of the word, ‘in the 
administration of the ordinances 
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and all the means of religious 
instruction, the Christian would 
see Jesus—see something which 
has a tendency to promote sound 
doctrine, purity of heart, and 
holy living. To your useful 
Magazine the eyes of many 
Christians are directed for aid 
in the success of these import- 
ant objects. On its pages they 
would see Jesus exhibited in his 
character, his doctrines, his ex- 
ample and his life. 

Finally, The Christian desires 
to find Jesus in his own soul.— 
When he retires into himself 
and finds Jesus there, he hasa 
heaven within. When he finds 
him enthroned there as the ob- 
ject of his affections, the direc- 
tor of his purposes, and source 
of his pleasures, his happiness 
is pure and tranquil, and in- 
dependent of all external cir- 
cumstances. If earthly friends 
forsake him, he is not without 
afriend. Though earthly com- 
forts vanish, yet he alone can 
be truly happy. Here are his 
affections, here his purposes, 
and here his pleasures. Here 
he can leave his all and be at 
rest. JOHN. 
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Religious Intelligence. 
Session of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the city of Phila- 
delphia, May 27th, 1808, the 
fellowing Resolution and Ad- 

dress were adopted. 

Attest, | 
Joun E. Larra, 

Permanent Clerk. 


“ WHEREAS it is the duty 
of all Christian churches, fami- 
lies and people of every discrip- 
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(ery, 
tion, either suffering under the 
adverse dispensations of divin 
providence, or being threatened 
with them, to humble them 
selves before Almighty (joa 
and to implore his mercy and 

rotection : And whereas op, 
country appears to be threatened 
with great calamities: Resolved 
therefore, that it be recommen. 
ded and it is hereby earnestly re. 
commended to the churches yp. 
der the care of this Assembly, t 
set apart the second Thursday of 
September next, as a day of 
fasting, humiliation and prayer, 
to beseech the Ruler of the uri. 
verse, that for Christ’s sake he 
would be pleased to avert theca- 
lamities with which we are now 
threatened ; and that he would 
restore harmony to the contend- 
ing nations of the world. That 
he would pour out his Spirit on 
our churches more generally 
and abundantly ; bless the efforts 
that are making to Christianize 
the heathen, and to extend the 
blessings of the gospel to the 
destitute inhabitants of our land. 
“ Who can tell if God will 
turn and repent ! and turn away 
from his fierce anger? Whocan 
tell whether he who holds the 
destinies of men in his hands, 
and who turns the hearts of the 
rulers of the earth as the rivers 
of water are turned, will hear 
the supplications of his people: 
Let us then humble ourselves 
under the mighty hand of Gol. 
Let us turn every one from his 
evil ways, and from the wicked 
ness of his hands. 


“To the great head of the 
church let us raise our united 
hearts and voices, for his ne 
cest blessings on ourcountly ali 
the world at large. Soon may 
the heathen be given him for es 
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snheritancey and the uttermost 


parts of the earth for a posses- 
son! Soon may the descen- 
S ients of faithful Abraham be 
prought to the fold of our com- 
mon Lord, that there may be 
one sheepfold and one shep- 
herd.” [ Phila. Intel. 


—— +o 


ANarrative of the Stare or RE- 
LIGION, Within the bounds of 
the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, in the 
United States, for the year 
1808. Read in the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Philadel- 
phia, May 25th. 


THE General Assembly ac- 
knowledge with ardent gratitude 

the distinguished benignity of 
P God to the churches within 
their bounds during the year 
past. He hath truly done great 
things for us; building up the 
waste places of Zion, and ad- 
ding unto the number of such 
as shallbe saved. From - every 
quarter, with but few exc@ptions, 
we hear of harmony among our 


ministers, order among our con- | 


gregations, an increased atten- 
tion to the ordinances of ihe gos- 
pel, and the progressing  tri- 
umphs of that grace by which 
ilone sinners can be reconciled 
toGod. In many places, espe- 
dally within the bounds of the 
synod of New-York and New- 
Jersey, times of refreshing 
trom the presence of the Lord 
ate experienced. The Spirit 
has been poured out on consid- 
erable portions of country, and 
fruits of righteousness have ap- 
peared, honourable to the king- 
dom of Christ and inviting to 
‘n¢ World which lieth in wicked- 
ess, Unhellowed combinations 


die tin 
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have been broken up; enemies 
to the cross have been confoun- 
ded, and in many instances 
made the subjects of divine 
grace. 

It is observable that the work, 
though powerful, has pregres- 
ed with great silence, uncom- 


mon solemity, and free from ail © 


appearance of extravagance. 
The revivals have been pre- 
ceded in every instance by a 
union of prayer among Cbhris- 
tians, to which they have felt 
constrained by the fervent de- 
sire of their hearts that Christ 
might be glorified, and by deep 
and solemn impressions of the 
value of precious and immortal 
souls. Believing parents, more 
especially, have been influenced 
to wrestle with God in behalf of 
their children. We record with 
peculiar emotions of delight, for 
the encouragement of the godly, 
that, as in all ages past, so still, 
our God isa hearer of prayer.— 
Ue has come down from his 
high and holy place, and granted 
the requests of his people. The 
consequences have been that 
the assemblies of the saints were 
crowded with inquiring sinners. 
Many meetings for prayer and 
praise have been established.— 
It appears that, in several places, 
a number of persons have adopt- 
ed the plan of assembling to- 
gether on the sabbath morning, 
immediately before public wor- 
ship, and spending some time in 
religious exercises, particularly 
in prayer for the divine presence 
and blessing in the public insti- 
tutions of his worship. ‘This, 
if properly managed, may prove 
a happy preparative for the wor- 
ship of the sanctuary. We 
would, however, earnestly cau- 
ticn all who are under our care, 
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against suffering public duties 
to interfere with the duties of 
the family and the closet. 
Among the visible fruits of 
an increased attention tothe gos- 
pel we recognize the establish- 
ment of benevolent institutions, 
as peculiarly characteristic of 
thereligion of Jesus.—We mean 
associations for the relief of | 
destitute widows and orphans, 
for the instruction of the igno- 
rant in divine knowledge, and 
for the benefit of the poor gen- 
crally. It is a distinguished ex- | 
cellence of the gospel of Christ, 
that it is suited to the poor ; not 
merely to their afflicted condi- 
tion, but to their intellectual ac- 
quirements. Christians can give 
no better evidence of thcir sin- 
cere attachment to the Lord 
who bought them, than by mani- | 
festing love, not only td their 
brethren in Christ, but to man- 
kind in general. The fruits of 
benevolence ought ever to ac- 
company the profession of piety ; 
‘and it is exclusively the glory of 
Christianity that it has produced 
every where, as faras its in- 
Huence extends, effective plans 
to meliorate the condition of the 
poor. We hope our brethren, 
in all our churches, will more 
fully testify, in this particular, | 
the power of the grace of God. 
Yn the southern parts of our 
hounds, the extraordinary revi- 
valsof religion have considerably 
declined: bodily agitations are 
gradually disappearing : in one 
instance, where extravagance 
and wild enthusiasm had been 
uvowed and defended, in oppo- 
sition to the pastoral advice of 
this body, we are happy to learn 
that the abetters have acknow- 
ledged their error, and returned 
to the good order of our church. 
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(Jvxy, 
Those who have been the ; 
subjects of the revival persevere be 
in the ways of Sodliness, vith a ( 
but few exceptions. Apostacie ou 
are rare. Accessions to ti di 
communion are made on every of 


occasion, though not in such 
numbe rs as formerly. Believers 
are still on the watch ; disposed 
to pray, and actually praying 
for the spread of the vospel, 
and the triumphs of grace ove 
all opposition. 

In those districts of country, 
as well as in some others, the 
want of gospel ministers is se. 
verely felt. People are suffer. 
ing for lack of instruction, and 
calling for help ; but help, ade. 
quate to their necessities, can- 
not be obtained. The assem: 
bly regret, that so few, comp: 
rativcly, offer themselves as cat: 
didates for the holy ministry; 
and they hope that the attention 
of the churches under ther 
care will be directed to this im- 
portant subject, that by thar 
united exertions, some effectual 
plan for statedly supplying the 
wants of Zion may be formed 

With such abundant cause o! 
eratitude is connected cause ol 
sorrow and humiliation. We 
have observed with pain that, 
some presbyteries, the duties 0 
family religion, and of cateche- 
tical instruction are neglectet 
Truly it is shameful in men who 
call themselves by the name ° 
Christ, not to honor him before 
their families, by worshipp!"s 
him statedly. very head ol 4 
family is responsible for all ls 
members to God and his cout 
try. How can he expect to ¥* 
fil his duty, if he does not = 
for and with them, and instru 
them from the word of Goll! If ke 
docs not honor God, it can” 
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ne expected 42s family will. ey 
,Christian family, living with- 
out family religion, Isa contra 
diction. It argues on the part 
of such professors an awful de- 
clension and a criminal derelic- 
tion of duty. 

In many places, also, we have 
heard of lukewarmness and in- 
attention to the great concerns 
of religion ; of the profanation 
of the sabbath by thoughtless 
jnners, and of decline in the 
life of godliness. How lamen- 
table, that with the light of the 
gospel shining around us, any 
should walk in darkness, and 
despise the goodness of God # 

From our stster churches in 
Connecticut and Vermont, we 
learn with pleasure that revivals 
prevail there also; that religion 
flourishes; that among other 
instances of mercy, Yale col- 
lege is graciously visited ; and 
that believers are walking in 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost. 

On areview of the state of 
religion in the churches referred 
toabove, We rejoice in saying 
that it has progressed in the 
st year, and that itis still pro- 
gressine. This revives us in 
our pilgrimage, and causes us 
to look forward with pleasing 
expectations. The Redeemer 
wil ultimately reign through- 
outthe earth. « His name shall 
endure for ever: his name shall 
be continued as long as the sun, 
and men shall be blessed in 
him ; all nations shall call him 
blessed.” 
lites add, “ Blessed be the 
i od, the God of Israel, 

‘9 only doeth wondrous 


things : and blessed be his glo- 

Nous name, for ever ; and let 

the whole earth be filled with 

Amen and Amen.” 
| Phila, Intel. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


AS one very important ob- 
ject of the Magazine published 
under your direction, is to con- 
vey intelligence respecting the 
spread of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, I am induced to believe 
that narratives of religious re- 
vivals, in particular places, will 
be thankfully received by you, 
and inserted tn that valuable 
work. It is known by many of 
your readers that for some time 
past there has been an unusuat 


attention to religion in this town, 


and it is presumed that it wilk 
be gratifying to the public to be 
informed of the origin of the 
work, and its progress to the 
present time. Although you 


} must be supposed to be well ac- 


quainted with this subject, yet 
motives of delicacy may lead 
you to think it improper for 
you to publish any thing written 
by yourself, respecting the revi- 
Being an inhabitant of the 
town, and feeling interested in 


‘the work which a merciful and 


gracious God is now evidently 
carrying on among us, I have 
taken pains to acquire correct 
information concerning it, and 
I now send you the result of 
those enquiries, which you are 
at liberty to publish if you see 
fit. 
Yours with esteern 
and respect, 
AN INHABITANT OF HARTFORD. 
Hartford, June 14, 1808. 


A brief account of the Origin and 
| Progress of the present Revival 


of- Religion in Hartford. 
IN the year 1799, it pleased 
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due of the spirit, to shed down 
divine influences upon many 
places in this state and its vicin- 
ity ; and early in that year a 
revival commenced in this town, 
many happy fruits of which re- 
main to this day. After a year 
or two the fervor of the revival 
abated, but conference meetings 
have ever since been attended in 
different parts of the town.— 
About the beginning of the pre- 
sent year it was observed that 
the numbers attending those 
meetings increased, and it was 
soon noticeable that public 
worship on the sabbath was at- 
tended by greater numbers, and 
with an appearance of greater 
solemnity than had been com- 
mon. ‘There seemed among 
many people to be a disposition 
to hear ; and that God who gives 
the hearing ear, soon gave to 
several an understanding heart. 

In February there began to 
be several instances of deep tm- 
pression, while the general at- 
tention also increased. In March 
additional conference meetings 
were set up, and the places ap- 
pointed for these meetings could 
hot contain the people who 
Wished to attend. For about 
three months there have been 
iwo conferences in different 
places on Sabbath evening ; a 
meeting designed particularly 
for those under religious im- 
pressions on Monday evening ; 
on Tuesday afternoon a meeting 
at the North Presbyterian Meet- 
ing-House, and on the evening 
of the same day a meeting of 
young people; on Wednesday 
evening a meeting designed for 
the instruction of the youth 
ef the town in the doctrines 
and duties of religion, and con- 
ference meetings on Thurs- 
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day evening and on Saturda 
evening. At all these meet. re 
ings, excepting the one on Tye: if 


day evening, one or both of the 
Presbyterian ministers of the 
city have attended, and delivere 
a discourse to the people. Re. 
sides these meetings at the 
stated times mentioned, there 
have been several others jn dif. 
ferent parts of the town, at other 
times. At all these seasons of 
worship, the utmost order and 
regularity have prevailed, and 
while the most who attended | 
discovered a desire to hear, the 

countenances of many evinced 

that they feit a deep sense of the 

importance of divine things— 

Since the revival began, about 

eighty belonging to the two 

Presbyterian societies have been 

awakened. Of these about six- 

ty have obtained a Christian 

hope ; of the remainder a few 

appear to have lost their impres- 

sions, and the residue are still 

anxiously enquiring. God is al- 

so giving evidence that he has 
not yet left the people, as there 
have within afew days, been 
many new instances of awa- 
kening. 

The writer of this is person- 
ally acquainted with many of 
the subjects of this work, and 
has endeavored to inform hin- 
self respecting the views and ¢x- 
ercises of those with whom be 
has not had an opportunity ® 
conversing. They have all 
manifested a deep sense of the 
depravity of the human _ 
and of their great sinfulness,gult 
and danger ; they have seen that 
they were justly condemned by 
a holy God,—that they had no 
excuse to offer for their sins~ 
that they could do nteges nt 
help themselves;—that [° 


a pms nme ee oe at aon ee. 
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were dependent on the sove- 
reign mercy of God,—and that 
if they were saved it would be 
wholly through the merits of 
the Redeemer applied to them 
by the Holy Spirit, through the 
grace of that God who has mer- 
cyon whom he will have mercy. 
Those who have obtained a hope 
derive their happiness not so 
much from a persuasion that 
God has had merey on them 
in particular, as from the con- 
sideration that the Lord omnip- 
otent reigneth—-from a lively 
view of the infinite amiableness 
ef the divine character,—and 
from a cordial approbation of the 
way of salvation through Christ, 
as calculated to promote the 
glory of the all perfect Jehovah. 
Such have been the general 
feelings and views of the sub- 
jects of this work, though, as 
isusually the case in religious 
revivals, there has been a great 
diversity as to the degree of dis- 
tress manifested by those un- 
der conviction, and the time of 
its continuance, and also as to 
the degree of joy expressed by 
those who have received com- 
fort. I might mention particu- 
lar instances, as has been com- 
mon in the Narratives of re- 
‘vals which have been pub- 
lished, but I have ever thought 
that to make such distinctions 
Was Injudicious, if not calcula- 
ted ultimately to do injury to 
the cause of religion. The 
ra 6 of this work, with but 
extly “hae are persons in 
ine tight 5 anc be is a most pleas- 
voelat a. wellas a striking 
to see airs power of religion, 
People for humbers of young 
Ments so a the amuse- 
C€8—spendin Se ee ee 

Vou. 1 ig their leisure 
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hours in the private and public 
duties of religion, and devoting 
themselves to the service of 
God. 

Those who have observed the 
beginning and progress of this 
work must have been impressed 
with the thought, that it is the 
work of God. Toascribe it to 
the operation of second causes 
is as unphilosophical as it is un- 
scriptural. It was not preced- 
ed by any peculiar dispensations 
of divine providence, calculated 
to arrest the attention ; nor by 
any uncommon exertions made 
by the ministers of the town. 
It began at a time when nothing 
of the kind was expected, though 
doubtless desired by the friends 
of Zion ; and in its progress 
the hand of a sovereign God has 
been displayed. Persons of ve- 
ry different characters, occu- 
pations, and stations in life 
have been called, and those 
who have taken a part in this 
interesting scene have been 
disposed to say, Not unto us, 
not unto us O Lord, but to thy 
name be all the glory and all 
the praise. May that God 
who has thus blessed us, contin- 
ue this his gracious visitation, 
andin a day of his great pow- 
er make many of this people 
willing and obedient. 

It will be observed that the 
above account is confined to the 
two Presbyterian Societies in 
the city of Hartford. 

I take a particular pleasure in 
adding, here, that in the church 
and congregation in the West 
part of this town, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Dr, 
Perkins, there 
commenced a work of divine 
power and grace. Itis only as 
yet in its beginnings ; and 
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chiefly confined, to those in 
youth. The prospect however 
is pleasing ; and the friends of 
religion entertain the hope that 
it may progress, and spread 
among all.ages and classes of 
people. Several have already 
obtained a hope that their hearts 
are reconciled to God, and the 
way of life and pardon revealed 
in the gospel, and that they 
have been the subjects of the 
regenerating grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Perhaps forty or fifty 
miay now be under deep con- 
victionof sin,and solicitously en- 
quiring what they shall do to be 
saved. Every day, new instan- 
ces of awakening and conviction, 
in all the various parts of the 
narish, are taking place. An 
unusual solemnity is visible in 
the worshipping assembly cn 
the Lord’s day. The hearing 
ear is given; and the peo- 
ple in general are disposed 
to pay a profound attention to a 
preached gospel. Ministerial 
labour is greatly increased, as 


there are four religious meetings, 


in a week, besides the stated ex- 
ercises of the holy sabbath 
And these special Meetings, 
which are holden in all the dif- 
ferent parts of the parish, are 
fulland solemn. The hearers 
appear to be greatly affected. 
This special attention to re- 
ligion began, in that church and 
congregation, in the latter part 
of the month of April, or be- 
ginning of the month of May 
last. A remarkable degree of 
order and regularity hitherto 
characterize the work, ‘There 
appears to be no enthusiasm: 
no superstition : or any irregu- 
larity to disparage it, or grieve 
the hearts of Christians, and 
sive occasion to the enemy 
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to reproach the religion of our 
— Redeemer. In the same 
coner 
the year 1807, there won 
2 3 ere was a pars 
ticular attention, in a part of the 
society, to religion; and : 
small number were added to the 
Lord.—In the year 1799, the 
same people were favored with 
a very great revival of religion, 
The work then continued a year 
and an half, spread over the 
whole parish, and equally amone 
all classes and ages of people. 
And about one hundred and hfty 
obtained a hope that they had 
been the subjects of the renew- 
ing grace of God—and joined 
themselves to the Church. 

If the present work, under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
shall continue, and spread, a 
more detailed account, may ina 
future number of your Mags 
zine, be given. The public are 
always anxious to hear religious 
intelligence, and delighted with 
narratives of revivals of religion. 
Whenever it pleases a gracious 
and sovereign God, who will have 
mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy, to bless and prosper the min- 
istration of the gospel—toawa- 
ken his people, by the plentiful 
effusions of his grace and spirit, 
it is an auspicious event; a 
which every friend to the happl 
ness of man, and to the happl- 
ness and morals of society must 
rejoice. He only, by his spirit 
can make his gospel and its It 
stitutions savingly beneficial— 
and diffuse the glories of the 
Redeemer’s name. Yea evel) 
sinner brought to repentance © 
a new proof of the trath “ 
Christianity, and a display 0 
sovereign grace. Likewise i on 
unto you, there 18 Joy in the pir wi 
ence of the angels of Go” 
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one sinner that refienteth : how 
much greater the Joys when 
multitudes, in a revival of reli- 
ion, are born of God, and made 
heirs of eternal life. 

There has also been at the 
same time a revival in the Bap- 
tist congregation. A consider- 
able number have been baptized, 
but with the number that have 
been impressed, and the parti- 
cular nature of the work in that 
congregation, the writer is un- 
acquainted. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 

I SEND to you enclosed 
extracts of a letter written to 
me by Mr. Boudinot of Newark, 
one of the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court in the State of 
New-Jersey, for publication, if 
you believe, that it will be sub- 
servient to the great purposes 
of the Magazine. —It will be per- 
ceived on reading the extracts 
that the letter from Mr.Boudinot 
to me was in answer to one writ- 
ten to him,in which I had given 
him an account of the religious 
attention that had taken place in 
Litchfield. He sometimes re- 


fers to my letter, as describing 


with correctness what had pas- 
sed at Newark. The operations 
of the Divine Spirit, he observes, 
have been as various with us as 
with you, take yourown descrip- 
tion and you have ours correctly. 
It becomes necessary therefore 
to state in substance what I wrote 
. him on the subject. In my 

scription of the astonishing 
scene that had been passing at 
Litchfield, T informed him that 
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there had been a very great ci- 
versity of feelings in such as 
were awakened to a serious con- 
cern for theirimmortal interests, 
and at length had obtained an 
hope that they had passed from 
death to life; that all appeared 
to be deeply impressed with a 
sense of the importance of re- 
ligion, and had a sensible con- 
viction of the depravity of their 
hearts and saw that this deprav- 
ity was odious and criminal, and 
their own inexcusable wicked- 
ness, for which they deserved to 
experience the penalties of a 
righteous law which they had 
broken ininnumerable instances; 
and all agreed in choosing to be 
in the hands of God, and feeling 
well pleased that it is the Lord 
God omnipotent who reigneth 
and directeth every event which 
takes place throughout his vast 
dominions ; but that there was 
a wide difference in the degree 
of distress which took place pre- 
vious tothe experiencing that 
submission of will to God which 
all felt; that whilst some felt a 
violent opposition of heart to the 
law and government of an holy 
God, such opposition of heart 
was scarcely perceivable in 
others ; that some were in dis- 
tress but a few days before they 
became comfortable in their 
minds, whilst others remainedin 
sorrow for many months ; that 
the instances of a sudden trans- 
ition from deep distress to great 
joy were comparatively few ; 
that in most of the cases which I 
had observed, the subjects of 
this work, who eventually ob- 
tained an hope of their good 
estate, after having felt great 
anxiety of mind, and a deep 
sense of the odiousness of their 
characters in the sight of God, 
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and a thorough conviction of 
mind that it would be just in 
God to cast them off for ever, 
seemed to lose their anxicty 
about themselves, and it was a 
common thing for them to com- 
plain that they were becoming 
stupid and had lost their convic- 
tions. Yet during this state of 
their supposed stupidity, it was 
remarkable that their sense of 
the corruption of their hearts 
was greatly increased, they no 
longer felt any opposition of 
heart tothe character of God ; 
but on the contrary, his charac- 
ter appeared to them glorious, 
and that because he was a sin 
hating God; butat this time they 
had no apprehension that their 
hearts were changed, or that 
this holy God was their friend, 
and whilst their Christian friends 
entertained the strongest hopes 
that they were new creatures, 
they left them to their own re- 
flections without informing them 
of their opinion concerning 
them ; they however upon ob- 
serving how widely different the 
exercises of their minds were, 
finding in short, that what they 
used to hate, they now loved, 
and what they used to love, they 
now hated, began to suspect that 
a real change had taken place ; 
they hoped however with much 
trembling, and gradually ad- 
vanced to a steady comfortabie 
hope with great caution and 
much examinaiion, This has 
been the most usual method in 
which hope has taken j;ossession 
of their minds ; tho’ there have 
been some remarkable instances 
of persons passing from the 
Most pungent distress to the 
most elevated joys. And I have 
never heard of any case where 
confidence has arisen thrangh 





Uury, 
the medium of dreams, visions 
: ‘y 


or texts of scripture comin 
suddenly into their minds. 


T. REEVE, 
Newark, 22d April, 1803. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


IHAVE received your letter, 
which was highly gratifying to 
me indeed.--[ had scen a letter 
betore, giving a very interestin 
account of the work of God 
among you. I was several times 
on the point of setting downto 
write you on the subject—but 
my daily avocations prevented; 
until I was favored with your 
letter. If I was to copy your 
letter and return it as from my- 
self, it would be, almost in every 
particular what has passed here. 
About six years ago, when our 
worthy pastor, Mr. Grifin, first 
came to this place, we had a re- 
vival of religion amongst us 
when about one hundred and 
thirty were added to the church; 
aiter that had declined, we were 
rather in a dull state, which in 
August last was very low. The 
administration of the Lord’s 
supper was to take place on the 
first Sabbath in September. On 
the Sabbath preceding, it was 
recommended to the church to 
keep the Friday on which the 
preparatory lecture was to be 
preached, as a day of fastings 
humiliation and prayer, that 
God would pour out his Spi 
and revive his work, that this val- 
ley of dry bones might become 
active living beings.—In this ~ 
ercise the neighboring Parish 0 
Orange agreed to join. Ifever 
the verity of the words of yee” 
writ, “ Before they call J wil 
answer, and whilst they are y¢t 


| speaking I will hear,” were Pp! 
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ved, it was in this instance. 
Many more than the usual num- 
pers attendec the exercises of 
the day on Friday.— The Sab- 
path was peculiarly solemn.— 
Qn Monday our worthy pastor 
went out in the morning to visit 
‘n the neighborhood without the 
Jeast suspicion that any thing 
more than common had taken 
place : when, to his astonish- 
ment, every house into which 
heentered, the family appeared 
like Cornelius of old, ready to 
receive the words of truth, and 
soon melted into tears. This 
vou may readily suppose, ani- 
rioted the spirit of our Pastor— 
the flame caught the hearts of 
thetruly pious amongst us. ‘The 
next Sabbath morning a number 
agreed to form a Society to 
meet at nine o’clock, to spend 
an hour previous to going to 
church, in prayer to God for his 
blessing on the word ; they stiled 
themselves the Aaron and Hurr 
Society as supporting the hands 
of their minister. The second 
Sabbath, the numbers were dou- 
bled, and the third, the school- 
house in which they assembled 
was crowded, and has continued 
Ssosince ; besides others in dif- 
ferent parts of the Viilage.— 
It was not long before the bles- 
sed work pervaded every part of 
the Society. No age was ex- 
empted, We have had instances 
of persons between sixty and 
eighty, some of whom had led 
a they called moral lives, 
“id trusted they were going to 
“aveNy——Who were brought to 
a tg of their being 
Increased in goods, 
ae ae of nothing, that 
eh : . Wretched and mis- 
aa Nad poor and blind and 
naked; others of th 

Nem, who 
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had never troubled themselves 
about any of those things, were 
made to cry out, in the bitter- 
ness of their spirit, What shall 
we do to be saved ?——God also in 
his sovereign mercy was pleased 
to ordain praise from the mouths 
of infants; two Instances we 
have as young as eight years 
old, who appear to have a change 
of heert wrought upon them ; 
and several of twelve years of 
age. 

To give you the remarkable 
instances of divine grace, would 
exceed the bounds of a letter, 
and therefore I shall not attempt 
it; except that there were 
three young gentlemen of real 
abilities who were the first scho- 
lars in their class, twoof whom 
had been studying the law for 
two years, and the other for one 
year, have been the subjects of 
this work, and are about to dedi- 
cate themselves to publishing 
the glad tidings of salvation to 
others. The operations of the 
Divine Spirit have been as vari- 
ous as with you ; take your own 
description and you have ours 
correctly. During the whole of 
the time since the revival began, 
it has been accompanied with a 
solemn stillness ; no commotion 
or animal agitation whatever.— 
Although our church has been 
crowded, I have frequently, as 
you observe, shut my eyes, to 
try the experiment, and I should 
not have known that there was 
a person in the house but the 
speaker and myself, from any 
thing I heard. ‘Tears are often 
seen, but every attempt mace to 
conceal them.—Frequently after 
the societics were dismissed, not 
a person would move ; end our 
minister, although nearly ex- 
hausted, would have to speak to 
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them for an hour afterwards, and 
then entreat them to go nome ; 
and it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty he could get away. We 
have had ever since the com- 
mencement of the work, seven 
lectures by our minister in the 
week, including the two ser- 
mons on the Sabbath, besides 
private societies in different 
parts of the village. Oneevening 
he has constantly appropriated 
to the blacks. ‘These labors he 
performs besides visiting from 
house to house each day ; which 
has been, I believe, more blessed 
than publicsermons. The Lord’s 
supper is administered with us 
once in three months ; and al- 
though alarge number of the 
new converts had received com- 
fortand hope, and gave sufficient 
evidences of a real change of 
heart before December ; yet 
none of them came forward, as 
great strictness and caution are 
observed with us. On the first 
Sabbath in March the Lord’s 
supper was administered again. 
One Sabbath before, one hun- 
dred and two were propounded 
to join the church: of which 
numbcr, three were of the age 
of twelve years and one of thir- 
teen. But on the Sabbath, 
owing to indisposition or some 
other cause, only ninety-seven 
appeared and joined the church. 
It was one of the most solemn 
days I ever experienced. The 
house was crowded; at least 
two thousand people were in it ; 
upwards of five hundred com- 
miunicants. Thirty persons, 
twenty-two adults and eight in- 
fants were baptized. We ex- 
pectat least one hundred more 


Will join the church, on the next 


©pportunity which will be on 


» Gao . \ bd 
the frst Sabbath in June ; and 
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there are at least as 


Paper Many mor 
under convictions ; anq bless 


be God, we have no reason to 
suppose that the work has 
ceased. Our OpPosers hays 
been outrageous ; all the Usual 
epithets of Fanaticism, Crazy 
Mad, &c. have been applied, 
Some of them attribute it all ‘ 
human means, although [ be. 


lieve there never was an awaken. 


ing, where there was less reaso, 
for human boasting, or pride 
rest upon. Our blessed Savion; 
seemed to take the work in hi 
own hands, to wear the crown, 
and receive all the glory— 
W henever the work ceases, my 
opinion is, that we shall first 
perceive the symptoms, in 
Christians themselves relaxing 
in the spirit of prayer; as long 
as they continue fervent in pray- 
er, there 1s no danger that God 
will forsake them. When Mo- 
ses let his hands down, the 
Amalekites prevailed; but when 
they were again raised Israel 
prevailed. 

I mentioned that Orange joined 
in the fast day, &c. The revival 
took place there, about the same 
time, and seventy persons joined 
the church at one time; it sull 
continues there. It has extend: 
ed to Elizabeth-Town, Rhaway; 
Springfield, North Hanover 
South Hanover, (in the latter 
place very remarkably : there 
were a club of infidels, as 1am 
informed ; several of them have 
become the subjects of ths 
blessed work, and one of them 
made a recantation before the 
whole congregation,) it has & 
tended to Caldwell and Bloom 
field. In Caldwell, whole fami- 
lies have been awakened ; i 
two last places are recent 10 


stances ; they have been Wl. 
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nesses to the work here, for 
months, but to no ef- 
fect until lately 5 and I am In- 
formed it is among them now 
what it was with us at first — 
yesterday I was informed that 
the same blessed work had be- 
oun in Morris Town in Mr, 
Richards’ congregation within a 
week, where about fifty are under 
gonviction. 

O my dear friend, what tro- 
phiesto the sovereign love of our 
divine Redeemer are we per- 
mitted to behold ! What blessed- 
ness is before us ! Where will it 
end! Who can tell or foresee 
the extent: Surely God is 
preparing his people fer some 
ereat event in his providence. 
Who can refrain from exclaim- 
ing with the pious Searle, “How 
should the humble believer’s 
heart rebound with joy, in the 
contemplation of the vast bles- 
sedness, which awaits him.” 
Surely thisis wonder and _ love, 
indeed, beyond degree. Won- 
der without end to angels ; and 
love without bounds to men.— 
Hlow should the praises of this 
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General Asseciation. 
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adorable Messiah live upon each 
believing heart, and ascend from 
everv redeemed tongue! The 
believer’s very silence, as well 
as his voice, should praise him ; 
and when his tongue is not 
heard, his life should be more 
than eloquent, and declare, by 
the most convincing argument, 
the glories of his great Ihmman- 
uel !! Let Christians, as pris- 
oners of hope, fly to their 
strong hold—blessed be God 
there is a covert from the storm. 
Although his wrath is shaking: 
and will shake our guilty globe, 
his people are safe in that cov- 
ert—let us then say from the 
heart, Come ! Lord Jesus, come 
quickly ; let what will become 
of our worthless names! Wheth- 
er We meetin this world or not 
Itrust and hope that through 
the sovereign, unmerited love of 
our glorious head, we = shall 
meet each other washed in his 
blood, clothed in his righteous- 
ness, in that place of rest 
prepared for his people, where 
it is blessedness enough to kyow 
that we shall be like Him. 


— “ic See 


AT a Meeting of the General Association of the State 


of Connect 


icut, holden at New-London the third Tuesday in June, A.D. 


1808: present, 

Rev. Messrs. 
Abel Flint, 
Henry A. Rowland, 
Calvin Chapin, 
Israel B. Woodward, 
Bezaleel Pinneo, 
Moses Stuart, 
Matthew Noyes, 
David Smith, 
William B. Ri 
Abel M'Ewen? 2” 
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General Asscciaticn. - 
ucy, 
Sarnuel Fisher, 


Roswel R. Swan, ¢ Fairfield West 


Daniel C. Banks, Tairfield East 
John Gurley, rs ray 
Walter Lyon, ‘ Windham Original 


Andrew Lee, 

George Leonard, 
Joseph W. Crossman, 
Chauncey Lee, 


¢ Windham East 


Litchheld North 
Ebenezer Porter, 
Azel Backus, 


Lathrop Rockwell, 
Thomas Rich, 


Litchfield South 


Middlesex 


Hubbel Loomis, 


William L. Strong, olland 


T 

Delegates from the General As. 
sembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, 


Delegate from the General Con. 
vention of Congregational and 
Presbyterian Ministers in the 
State of Vermont. 


John B. Romeyn, 
Edward D. Griffin, 


Kamm ev 


"Thomas A. Merrill, 


VU -— 


~ 


Mr. Chauncey Lee was chosen Scribe, Mr. Backus, Moderator, 
and Mr. Flint, assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the session open- 
ed with prayer by the Moderator. 

Khe Rev. Messrs. Ripley, Chapin, Griffin, Pinneo, and Mer- 
rill, were chosen a Committee of overtures. 

The Committee of overtures made a Report, upon which the 
Association proceeded to consider the several articles contained 
therein. , 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut exhi- 
bited a Report, upon which it was voted, that the said Report be 
referred toa Committee, and that Messrs. Porter, Stuart, and Ane 
drew Lee be the Committee. The Report is as follows : 


REPORT of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticul, 


to said Society, to be convened at New-London, on the third Tues- 
day of June, 1808. 


REV. FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 

YOUR Trustees are bound, at your annual meeting; [© ” 
before you a Report of the state of missions, and their procee™ 
ings during the year, that the Society may have all the informa 
tion requisite to guide them in their deliberations on missionary 


, - . ° : , t 
subjects, in their annual session. To 20 into a detailed. accoun 


ef the state of missions, and our own proceedings, as a Board 
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Trustees, is unnecessary, as our printed Narrative contains all the 

important information on missionary subjects during the year. 
The statement of the Funds of the Society is subjoined to the 

Narrative ; and it exhibits a view of the accounts as audited the 

2 ° + ° 

Fest of January, 1808. A list of the Contributions of May last, 

so far as returns have been made to the Treasurer, accompanies 


this Report. The Trustees conceive it important that the Socie- 


ty should have an accurate statement of their Funds, every year, 
and accordingly have taken measures that this may bedone. The 
Contributions of this year, as far as we can judge from the returns 
already made to the Treasurer, are not equal to those of former 
years. ‘Chis unpleasant circumstance, we would hope, is owing 
to the peculiar state of our Country, rather than to an abatement 
of acharitable disposition, or of missionary zeal. We hope and 
trust that the pious and benevolent, over the State, feel as much 
interest in, and as lively friendship for the missionary institution, 
as heretofore. 

It must be matter of abundant gratitude to God, in whose hands 
are all hearts, and the times and seasons, that the Legislature cf 
the State are disposed to afford their influence and support to the 
missionary cause, and in every suitable way to encourage it ; and 
that the people of the State, by liberal contributions, have evinced 
acommendable zeal to diffuse the blessings of the gospel, and to 
promote the Redeemer’s kingdom. From time to time, by gene- 
rous donations in books or money, individuals have exerted 
themselves to aid the cause; and the state of the Funds is such 
asto afford very encouraging prospects to the friends of missions. 

Your Trustees, feeling the importance of furnishing the peo- 
ple in the new settlements, and in our fields of missionary labors, 
with the Bible——Religious tracts,—and pious and evangelical 
books, are turning their attention, more and more, to this grand 
object ; and are taking much pains to distribute among the new 
settlements religious books. . : 

The Trustees, after deliberately weighing the subject, were 
of the opinion, that, all things considered, it was wise not to pe- 
tition the General Assembly of the State, at their sessionin May, 
‘o grant permission for a Contribution in May next, for the 

issionary Society. 

A kind and gracious Providence seems to smile propitiously on 
our efforts to spread the gospel. In regard to the heathen on our 
me the door does not yet appear to be opened to carry among 
re “ st news of life and salvation. The object, though 
waitin “ey Ess, 1s not altogether abandoned. We are anxiously 
the ts. . 4 gracious God, in the riches of his goodness, to open 

With eon the spread of the gospel among them. 
wore cake aed to the state of your missions,—the number of la- 
wien € fields in which they are to labor,—the names of ‘the 

Semployed on missions,—the success attending their pi- 


ous 
yattions to spread the honors of the Redeemet’s name,—the 
oL. I, Ne. 7, LI 
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General Association. (Jury, 
gratitude which our brethren and friends in the new settlements 
express for the efforts made to carry the gospel, in its ministr. 
tions, among them,—we beg leave to refer the Society to our 
printed Narrative, on the subject of missions, a copy of which in 
herewith transmitted to each member of the Society. Since the 
publication of the Narrative, nothing material has taken place, 
except the ordination of Mr. Enoch Burt, as a Missionary to 
New Connecticut ; an account of which is herewith also trans. 
mitted tothe Society. We have no other new information to lay 
before the Society. | 

By means of missionary correspondence, we find that the mis. 

sionary spirit and exertions, in Europe and America, are still pre. 
vailing,—that new missions are forming,—the number of Mis. 
sionaries increasing,—Bible Societies establishing,—efforts to 
translate the holy scriptures intothe various languages of the na- 
tions wonderfully prospered,—religious tract societies instituted, 
—and the prospect of success in spreading the gospei constantly 
brightening. Your Trustees congratulate the Society on these 
auspicious events. Is notthetime to favor Zion rapidly coming 
on? Shall we not reckon it an honor to be employed as humble 
instruments, in building upthe divine Redeemer’s glorious gos: 
pel kingdon ? May we not hope that the day is fast hastening, 
when all shall be taught of God—when . Zion shall arise and 
shine,—when errors and divisions shall be done away,—and when 
the wane of Jesus shall be great from the rising to the setting 
sun { . 

Your Trustees close their Report with imploring the gracious 
presence of the great head of the Church to be with the Society, 
in their approaching session. May it be harmonious and pleasing, 
and all their measures be under the divine guidance + Amen. 

In the name of the Trustees, 

Hartford, June 13, 1808. ABEL FLintT, Secretary. 

The'Treasurer of the General Association reported a statement 
of his accounts, which was accepted and approved. 

The several district Associations exhibited. answers to the 
proposals referred to them by the last General Association, rele 
tive to the nomination and choice of delegates to the General As 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, and to the General Conve 
tion of Vermont, from which answers it appears that a major!) 
of the Associations are opposed to said proposals. 

The report of the delegates to the Presbyterian Church we 
read and approved. 

Messrs. Chapin, Rowland, and Stuart were appointed a Com 
mittee to take into consideration a proposal from Tolland Associa’ 
tion, relative to the nomination and choice of delegates t0 the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and to the Gent 
ral Convention of Vermont, and to report thereon. a 

Sundry copies of extracts from the Minutes of the General As 

sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amer 
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ca, AD. 1807, were presented to the Association, by the delegates 
from the General Assembly a Upon which, Voted, 1 hat the said 
Extracts are gratefully received, and that they be distributed 
among the several district Associations. 

The Associational Sermon was preached by the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, from 1 Timothy iv. 16. 

In the evening a Sermon was delivered by Mr. Romeyn of Al- 
bany, from 2 Corinthians v. 14—17. 

Wepnespay June 22. 

The Committee appointed, at the last meeting of the General 
Association, to prepare and report a serious and affectionate ad- 
dress to the ministers and churches of the State, on the impor- 
tance of united endeavors to. revive gospel discipline in our 
churches, made a Report, which, being read and miaturely con- 
sidered, was approved: Whereupon the Rev. Messrs. Azel 
Backus, Asahel Hooker; and Ebenezer Porter were appointed a 
Committee to superintend the printing of said address ; with 
permission to make such verbal alterations, and such transposi- 
tions, not affecting the setise, as they shall find necessary ; and 
also to adopt such measures to cause the same. to be distributed 
through the state, as they shall judge expedient. 

Messrs. Griffin, Rowland, and Pinneo were appointed a commit- 
teeto prepare a Report respecting the state of religion in our 
churches, and those connected with us, from the accounts whith 
shall be given by the several members of the Association on that 
subject. ror) , : 

The Association then proceeded to the enquiry respecting the 
state of religion. | 

At 40’clock P. M.'a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Edward 
D. Griffin of Newark, from Colossians i. 10. 

In the evening a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas A. 
Merrill, of Middlebury, Vermont, from Proverbs xiv. 12. | 

Tuurspay June 23. 

The Association proceeded ia, and concluded the enquiry res- 
pecting the state of religion. 

A Letter addressed to the Association, from the Rev. William 
Patten of Newport, written in the naine of the Rhode Island 
and African Missionary Society, was read and referred to the 
Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
Standing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D.D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 

trong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, Moses C. Welch, 
Andrew Lee, Samuel J. Mills, Dan Huntington, Elijah Parsons, 
and Nathan Williams, D. D. 

a following persons were appointed receivers of money in 
“eir several Associations, for the Treasury of the General Asso- 


“ation, jviz. Rey. Mess. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, 
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’ 
Samuel Merwin. Matthew Noyes, Samuel Nott, Horace Holley. Jo. 
huClark, Zebulon Ely, Andrew Lee, Charles Prentiss, Azel Back. 
us, Elijah Parsons, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 
The Rev. Ablel Flint was chosen Treasurer of the Association 
for the year ensuing. 


The Rev. Andrew Yates was chosen Auditor of the Associa. 
tion for the year ensuing. 

The list of unsettled ministers in the State, and of lincentiates 
from the several Associations, was found as follows, viz. Of ih, 
Sormer, Rev. Messrs. David Avery, Mansfield ; Simon Backus, 
Bridgeport ; Samuel Camp, Ridgebury; Aaron Cleveland, 
Wethersfield ; James Dana, D. D. New-Haven ; George Hall, 
East-Haddam ; Claudius Herrick, New-Haven ; Calvin Ingals, 
Stafford ; William Lockwood, Glastenbury ; Jabez Munsell, 
New-London’; Samuel Munson, Huntington ; John Noyes, Nor. 
field ; Thomas Robbins, Norfolk ; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; 
Thomas Williams, Pomfret. Of licensed Candidates, Jason Allen, 
Jun. Montville ; Charles Atwater, New-Haven ; Jonathan Bird, 
Berlin ; Reuben Chapin, Somers ; John Chester, Jun. Wethers- 
field ; George Colton, Hartford ; Chester Colton, Hartford; 
Noyes Darling, Yale College ; Mills Day, Yale College ; Jobn 
G. Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Joseph Edwards, Middletown ; Nathan- 
ie] Freeman, New-Haven ; Henry Frost, New-Haven ; Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk ; Silas Higley, Granby ; Bela Kellog, New- 
Haven ; Francis King, Bolton ; Gilbert R. Livingston, Redhook ; 
Frederic Marsh, New-Hartford ; Allen M‘Lean, Bolton.; Mark 
Mead, Greenwich ; ‘Thomas Punderson, New-Haven ; Andrew 
Rawson, Brattleborough ; James W. Robbins, Norfolk ; Thomas 
Ruggles, Guilford ; Nathan Strong, Jun. Hartford ; William F. 
Vaill, East-Haddam ; Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford ; Horatio 
Waldo, Coventry ; Stephen Williams, Woodstock ; Timothy 
Williams, .Wookstock ; Joshua L. Williams, Harwinton; Luke 
‘Wood, Somers ; John Woodbridge, Southampton. 

The following persons were elected Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut for the year ensuing, viz. His Honor 
John Treadwell, the Hon: Roger Newberry, the Hon. Aaron Aus 
tin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. John Davenport, Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Elijah 
Parsons, Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Samuel J. Mills, and Mos¢s 
C. Welch. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer of the Mis 
Sionary Society of Connecticut, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Auditor of the Missionaly 
Society of Connecticut, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Messrs. Bazaleel Pinneo, T imothy Dwight, D. D. and 


John Elliot were appointed Delegates to the General Assembly of 


the Presbyterian Church, in the United States, to convene at Phi- 
ladelphia, the third Thursday of May, 1809. ‘The Rev. Messts- 


Henry A. Rowland, Chauncey Lee, and Zebulon ily were chosen 
substitutes, 
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The Rev. William Storrs was chosen to represent this body in 
he Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers, in 
es State of Vermont, to convene at Windsor, the first Tuesday 
te September next ; and the Rev. William Lyman was chosen 
his substitute. : i : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a propos- 
| from Tolland Association relative to the nomination and choice 
of delegates from the General Association of Connecticut to the 
General Assembly ofthe Presbyterian Church and to the General 
Convention of Vermont, reported, That, as the opinion of the 
several Associations has been fully expressed on the subject, and 
as the greater part of them have resolved, that no alteration ought 
tobe made in the mode of choosing delegates, it is inexpedient to 
adopt said proposal ; which Report wasaccepted and approved. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the 
Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, recommen 
ded that it be accepted and approved ; Whereupon, , 

Voted, To accept and approve the said Report. | 

Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association be 
holden the third Tuesday of June, 1809, at 11 o’clock A. M. at 
the house of the Rev. Zebulon Ely, in Lebanon. 

Voted, To continue the Committee for the publication of reli- 
gious tracts. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was appointed to superintend the printing 
and distribution of the Minutes of this Association. 

The Rev. Lemuel Tyler was appointed to preach the Concie 
hci on the evening of the next commencement, at New 

aven. 

On motion of New Haven West Association, Resolved, That 
it be recommended to the several ministers in this State, that’ no 
foreigner be ordained over any of our churches, until he has 
"preached one year at least in the place where he is to be ordained. 

On motion of Middlesex Association, Resolved, That the Re- 
gister ofthe General Association be admitted to a seat, as a mem- 
ber of the General Association, ez officio. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Report respecting the 
state of religion, in our churches and those connected with us, 
oa a Report, which being amended, was accepted, and is as 

OWS — 
Ps vam General Association have heard, with strong emotions 
i ey and gratitude, the statements made by the members, 
ac ahead iy on the state of religion. From these ac- 
nih: as appeared, that the general harmony of our church- 
fates © means diminished ; that religious error, if it has not 
aliens An serious check, has at least become less bold ; that in 
Kin cry associational district, the goings of our God and our 

5 are apparent, and in some districts the triumphs of his grace 


illustriously displayed. The General Association have also been 


ed with the accounts received from the delegates of the 
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978 Ordination. 

Jory, 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and the G 
Convention of Vermont, of the flourishing state of the 
er’s kingdom, in many places within the bounds of the P 
an Church, and in some pertions of the State of Ver 
all these accounts, while we have seen inthem a confr 
of the depravity of the natural heart, and the Necessity of may’ 
being born again, we have discovered incontestible evidence ; 
the supernatural operations of the Holy Ghost, and of the he 
and sovereignty of divine grace. At no former period, it js Dele 
ved, have we had more cause for encouragement and eratinud 
We feel ourselves loudly called fo prostrate our souls before the 
God of all our mercies, and with profound reverence adore him, 
for the riches of hisimmeasurable grace. We find new encoyp. 
agement to trust the cause of Zion in the hands of the Redeen. 
er, without being appalled by the number and rage of her en. 
‘mies. And while we thus tender to each other our mutual cop- 
gratulations, we would exhort one another, and solemnly charge 
each his own soul; to awaken to more fervent and humble zeal, 
and to more apostolic fidelity, in the sacred ministry, which has 
been so manifestly blessed as the means of the salvation of men” 


Neral 
Redeem. 
resbyter}. 
Hout. Jp 
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After a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Romeyn, adjourned sine die. 


CHAUNCEY LEE, 
ABEL FLINT, 


‘ Scribes. 


—=—aa ¢p aa——— 


Ata Meeting of the Association 
of the Eastern District of 
sy ates County, cowvened at 

the house of the Rev. Stephen 
W. Stebbins, in Stratford, May 
$i, 1808 ; were present, — 


Rev. Messrs. David Ely, Ste- 
phen W. Stebbins, Medad Ro- 
gers, Elijah Waterman, Jona- 
than Bartlett, Jehu Clark; Israel 
Ward,chosen Moderator; Rich- 
ard Williams, Daniel C. Banks, 
chosen Scribe ; Andrew Elliot. 

The Association was opened 
by prayer offered by the Mode- 
rator. 

An application was made to 
this Association by the Rev. Dr. 
Perkins and the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, from the Committee of 
Missions of the Trustees of the 





Missionary Society of Connect: 
icut, requesting this body, in 
behalf of said Trustees, (should 
they see fit) to ordain Mr. Enoch 
Burt, a licentiate from the coun 
ty of Hampshire, Massachv- 
setts, tothe work of thegospd 
ministry, to be employed 4s 4 
Missionary to New Connecticut 
The Association voted to com: 
ply with said application, 2 
proceed to the examination 0 
Mr. Burt, relative to bis church 
standing and his doctrinal and 
experimental acquaintance will 
Christianity, and after obtainn; 
satisfaction with regard to th 
foregoing _ particulars; Voted; 
unanimously to proceed to te 
ordination of Mr. Burt at_ hall 
past ten o’clock the first of Jur. 
The several parts to be periot 
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med on the occasion; were as: 
guned to the following gentle- 
men, Viz. The Rev. Elijah 
Waterman to make the intro- 
juctory prayer ; Rev. Nathan 
Perkins, D. D. to preach the 
sermon ;—-Rev. David Ely to 
make the consecraling prayer, 
during the imposiuon of hands 
by the Rev. Messrs. Nathan 
Perkins, David Ely, Stephen 
W. Stebbins, and Calvin Cha- 
pin; Rev. Stephen W. Stebbins 
togivethe Charge ; Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin to give the Right 
hand of Fellowship : and Rev. 
Jonathan Bartlett to make the 
concluding prayer. 
The above voted as the doings 
of this Association, 
Attest, 

DanrEL C. Banks, Scribe. 
The ordination was perform- 
edon June 1, 1808, in the man- 
ner as above, 

IsraEL Warp, Moderator. 

Attest, 


Daniez C. Banxs, Scribe. 


——b+ Ge 


ORDINATIONS. 


ON Wednesday June 15th, 
1208, the Rev. Timorny P. 
GILLET was ordained to the pas- 
toral care of the first church 
and Society in Branford. The 
Rey, Benjamin Tru mbull, D.D. 
made the introductory prayer ; 
the Rey, Alexander Gillet 
preached the Sermon from 
Matthew Xili, 52;—-the Rey. 

mmi R. Robbins made the 
Prag prayer; the Rev. 
8 Foot gave the charge ; 
re Rev. Matthew Noyes gave 

© right hand of fellowship ; 


and the Rev. John Elliot made 
© concluding prayer, 
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ON the 24th of February last, 
was ordained to the pastoral 
care of the church of Christ in 
New Milford, the Rev. An- 
DREW Extiuior. The Rev Sam- 
uel Sturges made the intro- 
ductory .prayer: Rev. Sam- 
uel Fisher preached the sermon 
from 1. Cor. ix. 16; Rev. Da- 
vid Ely made the consecra- 
ting prayer; Rev. Stephen 
W. Stebbins eave the charge ; 
Rev. Israel Ward gave the 
right band of fellowship ; 
Rev. Elijah Waterman gave the 
charge to the people and Rev. 
Medad Rogers made the con- 
cluding prayer. 


The consecration of a minis- 


ter to watch for the souls of his 


fellow men, always an interes- 
ting scene, was in this case ren- 
dered peculiarly solemn and 
joyful by the recollection of past 
difficulties in the society and by 
ageneral harmony throughout 
the present oceasion, promising 
the most happy consequences. 


ORDAINED at New Canaan 
Feb. 10th, 1808, the Rev. 
Wit11aM Bonney. Rev. Wil- 
liam Fisher of Middlesex made 
the introductory prayer; Rev. 
Ebenezer Porter of Washington 
preached the sermon from I 
Thess. ii.4: Rev. Platt Buffet 
of Greenwich offered the con- 
secrating prayer; Rev. S.Good- 
rich of Ridgfield gave the 
charge; Rev. Heman Hum- 
phrey of Fairfield gavetheright 
hand of fellowship ; Rev. Danie} 
Smith of Stamford, gave the 
charge to the people, and Rev, 
Samuel Fisher of Wilton made 
the concluding prayer. 
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Poetry. 


POETRY. 


Seoeecesecssesese 


“ Who love to be called of Men Rabli 2” 


Matthew xxi. 8. 


NOT the Godly—’tis their glory 
To renounce a mortal’s bays, 
Often greetings to the pilgrim 
Do but check him in his race. 


Not the Humble—’tis their burden 
That they’re loaded with attire ; 
Stripp’d or light’ned of their plumage, 
Fasier they ascend and higher. 


Not the Contrite—they are happy, 
In the notice of a God ; 
Can a title make them richer ? 
‘What is honor from a clod ? 


Not Faith’s subjects—for a kingdom 

Is their least allotted prize, 

Names and crowns and thrones are baubles, 
To the kingdom in the skies. 


Not the Heavenly—their devotion 

Is not kindled by this star ; 

That alone which leads to Jesus, 
Shares their homage, claims their care. 


Not the Saint then—for these graces 
Form his whole, his inmost heart ; 
Pride and envy, lust, ambition, 
Carnal love and joys, no part. 


Spare then, O ye fond dispensers, 
Masters of these titles, spare 

The heirs of Gop, and fill with vapor 
Those alone who thrive on air. 


Titled Christians, look to Jesus, 
Ever fleeing man’s applause, 

Lisp his accents ;* take no honor 
But from God and thro’ the cross. 


* John v. 45, 


Suny, 
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